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REMARKS ON THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE CON 
FIRMATION Vow. 


Deut. 23. 21. When thou shalt 
vow a vow unto the LORD thy 
God, thou shalt not slack to pay tt, 
for the Lord thy God will surely re- 
quire it of thee. 

This command was originally 
delivered to the children of Israel. 
And however it may have been 
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}it ; for He will assuredly require it 
lofus. And this is must undoubted- 
ly, reasonable and just. For if we 
promise, or vow to God, that we 
will perform the duties He requires 
of us, we acknowledge thereby that 
they are reasonable, and that we 
ought to fulfil them :—that we per- 
ceive their utility, and the crimi- 
nality of neglecting them. With 
these remarks, | shall proceed to 





connected with the civil and cere. 
monial part of their religion, the! 
obligation which it imposes, is a 
mora! one. It is net therefore, im- 
proper to make it the subject of a 
few serious reflections. 

By a vow, as spoken of in the 
passage, is to be understood a reli-. 
gious promise ; or, a promise made 
to God, by which we bind our-' 
selves to the performance of some 
duty. Itis indeed true, that what-. 
ever is our duty to God, we are! 
bound to perform, even though we. 
do not promise it. But when we| 
acknowledge a duty to be binding, | 


make a practical application of the 
command contained in the passage. 

In doing so, I will inquire whe- 
ther we have not laid ourselves un- 
der some promises—some vows to 


ithe Lorp our God ? 


We will first ask however, if we 
have not, when danger has threat- 
ened us with instant death, promis- 
ed God that if He would avert it 
and preserve us, we would serve 
and obey Him better than ever? It 
is not necessary im order to render 
our promises to God binding, that 
we should fall down on our knees 
and make a solemn affirmation; 


and vow to perform it, we lay ee nor is it necessary that they should 
selves under additional obligations. 

The precept teaches us, then, that 
whatever duty we promise God to 
perform, we must not neglect to pay 
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be expressed in an audible voice. 
It is true that they will be no less 
binding should we do so. But a 
mental promise is as well under- 
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stood by God, who secth every se-|/to be binding, because we have bro- 
eret of the heart, as one made in| ken, or forgotten them? It will 
any other way. And we impose on) ‘hardly be said. for no doubt the v 
ourselves an obligation, the ne glect | ire as binding on us now, as at the ; 
to fell which, is smful—nay crimi-|imoment we made them. And al- 
nal. Ufthen, when death bas etared |thoueh we may have neglected and 
us in the face, we promised God to forgotten them, they are written in 
live religiously. we are most solermn- |the book of Goed’s remembrance in 
iy bound to do so. le haracters as unfading as the glo- 
~ Again, have we not, when sick-|iries of Heaven. There they will 
ness has brought us to the borders ;stand ti] the day of final iudement, : 
of the grave, promised God, that) when they will be exhibited in our 
hould we be restored, we would|jaccount. 
hecome Christians indeed,—and| But will any one attempt to ex- 
prepare to mect our God? Have jouse himselt by saying that hie made 
we not, sometimes when on our|ithem while under the intluence of 
beds, surrounded by the darkness||fear, and that he is therefore under 
snd silence of night, sericusly re-jino obligation to pet rm them ¢ 
fected on our past be s, and resel-|| Persons may, it is admitted, make 
ved to reform? Have we not, promises to their fellow men under 
when the prescher has summoned, the influence of fear, which it would 
to our view the fearful realittes of | be criminal in the highest degree to 
eternity — elories of i ewrinn | keep. But, of the resolutions and 
the torments of hell, the resurree-| promises of which we are here speak- 
tion of the Pach and the trem en- ling, the nature is wholly different. 
dous day of judgment —have we ‘The promise is made to God, not 
not then wished that we were pre- to perform any thing wrong or cri- 
pared to meet these awful events, minal, but what is our acknowledg- 
and secretly resolved to live holy jed duty, and our highest interest. 
and godly lives? Itis hardly pos-| From the performance of this duty, 
sible that any are so hardened ,—so||nothing can excuse us, even if we 
A thoughtless and unconcerned, as'\do not promise to perform it. Are 
not, at such seasons, to have pro-) we, then, released from the obliga- 
mised to God and themselv es refor-|tion because we promised to per- 
matio: and amendment. And when) form it while under the influence of 
we bave been called te witness the fear ? ‘The man who should reason 
dying agonies of a departing friend, ‘thus in worldly, affairs, would be 
have we not directed our attention} treated with ridicule; and most cer- 
to that hour when such will be our ‘tainly he would richly merit it. 
| ', situation? Have we not then de- We do notindeed, assert that these 
termined to live as we shall wish we| promises are binding in the same 
| ‘ had done when we come to meet degree that those are which are the 
ie that awful hour? And what have| result of sober reflection, and ma- 
' become of all these promises,—these! ture deliberation. But that they 
| resolutions? Have we performed) are binding, no one ¢an, with pro- 
them’ Have we put them in prac-|priety, deny. If men cannot be 
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not of suflicient importance to be|ven unless they are excited by the 
observed? Or, have they ceased} fears of eternal punishment, it by ne 





tice? If not, is it because they are} persuaded to walk the road to Hea- 
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means follows that those fears should |when, by profession, we publie\ty 
never be excited. If then, we have, | pronounced our belief in all the ar 
at any time made prow nises of refor-!'ticles of the Christian faith, and 
mation, and obedience to the com- promised, ves promised to kee » 
mands of God, or of performing r the God’s holy will and commandment: 
duties He requires of us, He will and to w: alk in the same all the days 
surely exact of us their faithful pe r-/ of our life. Such were the solemn 
formance. transactions of that) d: Ww. And, 
Are we then bound to the per-! ‘however little we mav have re — 
formance of those promises of ser- ‘ed them, they are of serious and 
ving God and preparing to meet tul importance. 
Him.—of becoming Christians in- | When we were confirmed, we 
deed. of reforming, of living holv. were deliberately asked by the bi- 
and godly lives, whic h were mm: ide || shop, “ do ve here in the preseace 
when danger thre atened us with im- lof God, and of this ‘ougregation, 
stant death ?—when sickness had//renew the solemn vow aud promise 
brought us to the borders of the |that was made in your name at yout 
vrave ’—when, surrounded by the iba; ytism : ratifyin; rand confirmins 
darkness and. stillness of night, we ithe s same, and acknowledging you 
have been led‘to serious reflection’ |selves noes to believe and to ae 
—when the fearful realities of eter- jall those things which your spot 
nity have been presented to our |sors then undertook for your” And 
view 2—or when we have been call-||what was our answer’ It was “J 
ed to witness the dying ayonies of jo.” And as this answer could not 
a departing friend? I ask, are |have been the result of fear, so nel- 
we bound to keep these promises'ther was it the result of hurry and 
made under such circumstances? confusion, or of a want of time for 
How much greater, is our obliga-||deliberation, The day was pub- 
tion then, to perform those vows ilie kly announced beforehand. ‘Time 
which we most solemnly made at | was afforded for examination. Our 
our confirmation in the presence of lcatechism we had committed to 
God, of angels, and men’ These'|memory. There the vows and pro- 
were vows and promises made by |inises are fully and clearly explain- 
us when we had time tor reflection, | ed which our sponsors made in our 





—when we were at full liberty to /name at our baptism. ‘These vows: 


make them or not. And how have. and promises in the presence of 
we kept them? God and the congregation, we so- 

I hope I shall not be thought to \lemnly renewed :—these we ‘ten 
speak with rashness, when I say, | ratified and confirmed : and we then 
that the day of our confirmation acknowledged that we are hound to 
was one of the most awfully solemn) believe and do all those things which 
of our lives. It was the day when /jour sponsors undertook for us. 


our title to membership in the visi-|| Men who wish to sustain a repu- 
ble church of Christ was publickly table character generally feel that 
confirmed ;—when, by profession, their honour and integrity are pledg- 
we publickly » renounced the devililed to perform the promises they 
and all his works, the pomps and|imake to each other. Their inter- 
vanities of this witheid world and all/lest and their reputation demand it. 
the sinful desires of the flesh’’;—||But where is the honour, where the 
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integrity of that person who neg- 
lects to perform those solemn pro- 
mises so publickly made to God? 
1 sav solemn, because they are made 
under circumstances not only pecu- 
liarly proper, but peculiarly seri- 
ous. From our youth we have 
these promises before us. We are 
ofien called on to repeat them in 
our catechism, and as often we 
there acknowledge our obligation 
to perform them. And when we 
come to take them upon ourselves, 
the dav is beforehand made known 
to us, to give us time for considera- 
tio. Nor when it arrives cana 
ordinary minister accept our vows. 
It must be the bishop,—the venera- 
ble ambassador of God. And he 
warns us too, that we do itin the 
presence of God and the congrega. 
tion. Such are the circumstances 
under which our vows were mac« 
which we took upon us at our con- 
firmation. Yetwith what indiffer- 
ence and neglect are they too fre- 
quently treated. To look around 
us ind see the conduct of some wh. 
have been confirmed, we should 
conclude that the ceremony wa: 
perfectly unmeaning. For itis la- 
mentably true that too many trea 
their confirmation vows as promises 
made only to be broken. Wer 
they to treat the promises they make 
to their fellow men with the same 
neglect and indiflerence, they would 
be distrusted on all oecasions,—be 
treated with contempt, and deemed 
unwortky to be admitted into the 
society of honest men. 

Perhaps it may be objected by 
some, that they were confirmed 
whey they were so voung that they 
did not understand the nature of the 
vows they then made. This, how- 
ever, 1s not the fact with all. Some 
of us were confirmed when we 
thought we had arrived to years o 
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‘discretion. Ifthen, we had notexa- 
mined the subject—if we did not 
understand it, we were wholly inex- 
cusable ;—we were guilty of trifling 
with God, of profaning his sacred 
ordinances. But we are by no 
means free from obligation to per- 
form these promises, even though 
we did not understand their full im- 
port when they were made. We 
were, to be sure, shamefully culpa- 
ble to. make such solemn promises 
without examining them, but when 
‘hey are made, we are bound to ful- 
filthem. For we only promise to 
perform that whick is, independent- 
ilv,an indispensable duty, and our 
wreatest interest. And although 
we had not fully considered it our- 
siives, Vet itis what our sponsors 
promised for us, and what the most 
pious, reflecting, and prudent men of 
every age have thought proper and 
necessary to be done by all. And 
to excuse ourselves by saying we 
were young, would be fallacious 
easoning indeed, and amounts to 
‘Lis, that these promises and vows 
cannot be binding upon us because 
we made them at an age when we 
could not understand them ;—and 
therefore, we are freed from the ne- 
cessity of performing them, though 
at the same time they are the boun- 
den duties we owe our God, and 
were deemed such by our sponsors 
when we were baptised. According 
to this mode of reasoning, however 
‘mperious a duty may be, the mo- 
ment a child promises to perform 
it, he is forever released from its ob- 
ligation. Such is the absurdity to 
which those are reduced who would 
thus excuse themselves. And if this 
is not true, as it most undoubtedly 
is not, the contrary must be. So 
that whatever may have been our 
axe when we were confirmed, or 





however ignorant of the nature of 
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the promises we then made, we are 
bound, and that most solemnly, to 
fulfil them. Much then, does it be- 
come us to examine into these things. 
If we were young, or if we were ig- 
norant of the importance of the 
trausaction, much more does it be- 
come us to examine into them. For 
it ill becomes us to slight or trifle 
with the ordinances of God.  Itis 
dangerous in the extreme. Let us 
then recall to mind our vows and 


‘already have we neglected them too 
long. Already have our sins for 
such neglect, become awfally nume- 
rous. Already are they recorded 
io the annals ofeternitv. And itis 
high time for us to awake from our 
islumbers—to repent of our iniqui- 
ties—and retorm our lives, that irre- 
coverable ruin be not our portion 
forever. 

For, ‘when thou shalt vowa vow 
to the LORD thy God thou shalt 





promises thus solemnly made—let)not slack to pay it, for the LORD 


us consider well the duties which 
they impose, and the sacred obliga- 


(hy God will surely require it ot 
thee.’ Eb. 





tions under which they lay us. For, 
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To the Editors of the Theological Repertory. 
GENTLEMEN, 


The single circumstance of the) 


i] 


' 
| 
| 


than I am fully entitled to: and 
“that it would seem from my repre- 


Famidy Bible having been publish- |that Society approved of Dr. Mant’s 


ed under the direction of a Society, ||principles.” Here you have done 


whose immense labours in the cause. 


me great injustice. I mentioned 


of the gospel, no christian can|ithe appointment of Dr. Mant and 
know without admiration and grati- | Dr. Oyley, as | found it in the pro- 


tude, would of itself, I should ima-. 
gine, have been suflicient to secure. 


ceedings of the Society. I never 
said, for I did not know, that it was 


to the work a kind reception, and junanimous: and the reception of 


an unprejudiced examination. That 
men “utterly disqualified” for an 
undertaking of such magnitude— 
that men of mean qualifications, or 
even doubtful characters, should 
have been selected by this venerable 
Society—that a work badly execu- 
ted should lave received their ap- 
probation, and been sent into the 
world under their patronage—this 
seems to me so entirely improbable, 
that it will require strong proof to 
gain it credit. I acknowledge, for 
my own part, that I receiye such 
performances with considerable con-, 
tidence. 

You have indeed said, that I) 
have claimed more on this point’ 


the work, [ spoke of in the same 


Jmanner. As to the point of regene- 


ration, L well knew that some mem- 
bers of that body were among the 
most clamorous opponents of Dr. 
Mant. But the general character 
of the Society rose above the con- 
duct of some individuals, and mani- 
fested its own greatness. 

But we are by no means confi- 
ned to the opinion of this Society, 
for an estimation of the character 
and qualifications of Dr. Mant. 
His theological works have placed 
him on a commanding eminence in 
the Church. His Sermons preach- 
ed at the Bampton Lecture; his 
Sermons for parochia] and domes- 








sentation, that all the members of 
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tic use; his Academical discourses,\|ver, who had eniered the lists a- 
hesides other works, are all of a! gainst him on the subject of recenc- 
high character for eloquence, for)ration, and had mdeed disgusted 
solid matter, and for a pure and|'some of his readers and tired others, 
evangelical spirit. He had no fears by a long protracted and ill mana- 
to maintain the divine origin of the |zed controversy, could not with- 
church even as to her government, hold from these discourses, the high- 
and to defend the Liturgy against)jest praise. Nay they even admit- 
the misrepre sentations of modern ited, that he had almost reached 
Socinians. He was one of the most! | their standard, although you know 
able and successful opponents to the standard of all reviewers is high 


that plan of education, which had} 
we!l nigh undermined the C hureh,| 
under the guise of a system of gene- 

ralized christianity, 
from deism. ‘The present plan of! 
educ ating: the poor in the Church,) 

found in Dr. Mant a powerful ad-, ! 
vocate; and that such a man, In, 


book-making is a most profitable| 
trade, should excite opposition, 1/] 
not to be wondered at. 

Inthe Church too, as wel! as out 
of it, he had many to contend with. 
They who wi shed to produce a be- 
lief that her Articles and her Litur- 
gv were constructed on Calvinistic 
principles, arranged themselves in 
the ranks of opposition to this Di- 
#ine. 

At the University, he stood as a 
bold and fearless champion for the 
purity of the ministry. And they 
who wished to obtain holy orders 
without any religious character— 
without any correct views or mo- 
tives—without any zeal for the glo- 
ry of God and the salvation of men, 





‘ily Bible it: ome 


{} 
such a country as England, wie re jwas engaged 1 


task: he had undertaken, 


and perfect. On this occasion. the 
pious and worthy Bishop of Glou- 
‘cester said more to the purpose in 


differing little ithree short paragraphs, than bad 


been said by all the rest put toge- 
cether. 
After all, let us resort to the Fa- 
If, when Milton 
writing Paradise 
Last, it had hiies nsaid, * that he was 
utterly disqualified for the important 
-and still, 
after the work appeared, it turned 
out to be a poem of high character, 
‘surely all candid men would have 


yielded up their prepossessions, and 


estimated the performance by its 
instrinsic merit. You have brought 
forward two objections to the work 
itself; but as they come to us at se- 
cond hand, I am almost tempted to 
believe that you have never criti- 
cally examined the Family Bible. 

Your first objection was founded 
upon the change of a word in the 
first edition, which was restored in 
the second. Now the Editors have 
expressly assumed the responsibili- 








found in him a most unbending ad- 
versary. In his Academick dis- 
courses, there is one of the most 
heart-searching addresses to candi- 
dates for holy order™ to be found 
any where. 

The Parochial sermons of Dr. 
Mant are certainly in a style of high 
evangelical spirituality : so much 











ty of such changes. After enume- 
rating the authors, from whose 
works they had selected their illus- 
trations, and stating the manner in 
which the business had been con- 
ducted, they say, ‘the editors also 
hold themsely es responsible, for oc- 
casional deviations from the lan- 
guage of the Annotator, whose 





so, that even the Christian Obser-! 


sense they have at the same time 
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i$2l. 
been studious to preserve ; such de- 
viations have been adopted for the 
sake of perspicuity and compres- 
sion : and were rendered necessary, | 
by a regard to the purposes for] 
which the work was desigued, and| 
the extent to which it was limited.”| 
The next objection that you have 
brought forward against the Fami- 
ly Bible, Lhave seen with great 
grief and concern; because any! 
work, divine or human, may be tn) 
this way totally perverted, and made) 
to speak a language that was never! 
intended. ‘The eighth verse of the| 
second Epistle to the Ephesians | 
stands thus: ‘For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves it is the gift of God.’ 
In the Family Bible, there are three 
quotations produced in elucidation} 





of this text; one from Dr. Ham-}) 





mond, one from Dean Tucker, and 
one from Bishop Tomline; and in| 


the quotation from Bishop "Tom- :ed to bear. 


line is included the opinion of Dr., 
Jortin, upon the manner in which, 
divine grace and human agency are | 
to be reconciled. Now yeu have 
quoted only about one half of the, 
+xplanation given by Dean Tucker. | 
explanation given by Dean Lucker. | 


' 
| 


Why not, gentlemen, permit the 
Dean to speak fuily for himself? 
Why quote part ofa sentence which} 
by no means comprehends the whole’ 
meaning ? 

Nor ts this all. You rank those! 
who do not construe this text, so as’ 
to make it say, that faith is the goft 
of God, among those who do not! 
hold this doctrine. Aud does it 
follow, that because this doctrine is | 





not sustained by this text, it is no) 


Where to be found in Scripture ? 
Would it be right to cenclade, that! 
because St. Paul does not mention’ 
the doctrine of atonement in whole: 
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The text in question has been ad- 
mitted by good Greek scholars to 


| possess some ambicuity. The word 


pists, faith, is not, according 


‘to the common rules of the lan- 


guage, the antecedent to toute, 
lor pists is feminine, and fouto neu- 
ter. But such exceptions to the 


general rule are found in Greek au- 


thors. So seldom however, is this 
the case, that for my own part, I 
should rather be disposed to con- 
clude that they were errors, than 
allowed exceptions. And consider- 
ing the great advantages that these 
editors derived frem their U niversi- 
tres in referring to the best aushori- 
ties, and in consulting the most pro- 
found Greek scholars, I teel great 
confidence in admitting their view 
of the subject. | 

-It becomes us to be exceeding|s 
careful not to force out of any text 
a meaning that it was never intend- 
We ought to approach 
the word of God, with teartulness 
aud awe. ‘l'o determine before- 
band, what itis proper for God to 
reveal as trath, or to command as 
duty, would be deeply smful. And 
itis a rule with all good criticks 
aud all able translators, when any 
passage is evidently ambiguous in 
the @rizinal, to preserve the same 
ambiguity in the translation ; tor at 


| . 
‘present, we see butin partand know 


but in part. 

But moreover, you say, “ it is 
regretted, even by those who are 
disposed to approve the Bible, that 
Dr. Maut’s frigid and insipid re- 
marks are continually interposing.” 
Such a charge, ought certainly, in 
my opinion, to have been accompa- 
nied with proof. The very nature 


of such a work requires that the 
notes must be in a great measure, 





chapters of his writings, that he did 
not believe in this doctrine ? 


didactic. ‘The exhortations of scrip- 
ture are generally so plain and in 





| 
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so high a tone of spirituality, that}signification which the Christian 


thev’seldom require any thing more 
than a mere paraphrase. And as 
far as Lhave discovered, nothing 
can exceed the numerous pieces of 
this kind in the Family Bible. | 
It is with reluctance that I tres- 
pass on your goodness in occupy 
ing so large a portion of your Jour- 
nal. But I hope vou will still al- 
low me to produce a few passages 
in confirmation of what [ have said. 
At the end of the Book of Gene- 
sis, we find the following account of 
the character of Joseph. “Through- 
out the foregoing narrative, we 
trace in the patriarch Joseph, the 
character of one, who diligently) 
‘exercised himself to have always a‘ 
conscience void of offence towards 
God and towards man.’ Endow- 
ed with a solid understanding, and 
with a heart alive to virtuous 
thoughts and kind affections, he 
made the fear of God the ruling 
principle of his conduct. He ac- 
cordingly, affords us an example of 
devout and rational piety ; of blame- 
less and manly virtne. ‘To the Al- 
mighty he was humble, grateful and 
resigned ; zealous in promoting his 





glory, and resolute in keeping his 
fellow 


commandments. To his 


will affix to the words, ‘ can we find 
such aoneas this is; a man, in 
whom is the Spirit of God?’ And 
iwe may then safely conclude, thas 
we are guided by the same spirit, 
when we testify our love to God, by 
‘that piety, faith, resignation, erati- 
tude, and obedience; and our love 
of man, by that affectionate beha- 
viour in our domestic relations, by 
that faithful discharge of our social 
duties, and that general tenor of 
|kindness and benevolence, which so 
jeminently distinguished this well 
beloved son of Israel, this highly 
favoured servant of God?” Mant. 

On the Lord’s Prayer, in the 
Gospel of St. Matthew; “and forgive 
us, &c.” By trespasses, which are 
sometimes compared with debts, are 
meant sins, by which we become in- 
debted to the justice of God. And 
here we pray that God would not 
exact of us the penalty of sin; that 
he would accept of Christ’s satis- 
faction for us, and that he would 
for Christ’s sake, discharge us from 
the debt.” Mant. Should you 
deem these remarks “ frigid and in- 
sind,” itis so far from being the 
case, that they are “frequently in- 
terposed,” as vou say, that in the 








creatures he was, as a son, dutiful 
and affectionate ; as a brother, kind! 
and forgiving ; faithtulas a servant,| 
and a subject; discreet and benevo-| 
lent, as a ruler ; of integrity cithen 
ken, and of manners uncorrupt.| 
The concluding chapters of the! 
book of Genesis, which are unex- 
ampled for the interesting and af-| 
fecting simplicity of the narrative,, 
present us in their character of Jo- 
seph, with one of the most faultless 
patterns for our imitation. We! 
may therefore reasonably demand 
in the laneuage of the Egyptian 
monarch, and with that enlarged! 


copious and interesting Epistle to 
the Romans, | have not found a sin- 
gle quotation from the works of Dr. 
Mant; and only one paragraph by 
the editors, and that too on a point 
of arrangement. 

Sull it seems, that every thing 
which comes from Bishop Mant or 
myself, is polluted by our doctrine 
of regeneration. And truly, gen- 
tlemen, if we held ail the doctrines 
that you have ascribed to us, we 
should certainly be chargeable with 
many errors. But we flatter our- 
selves that our system, when fullv 
understood, will not be found so 
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totally at. variance with divine| 
truth. | 
Pi most readily admit, that Tim v 
have heen too obscure in some co 
ses, an | too brief in otiers, idut 1 
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view, and to that doctrine, in all its 
varticntars, EPomost: sineorely sub- 
eribe*  Lwonld also join the sane 
prelate “an reco.nmendine a refer- 
mvce to the baptismal privileve, in 


think in your notes on my. first let-] oar discourses, which the hearer 


ter, you have alinost noforinly iis: 
taken my meaning This is cer 
taints the case in an istance, Ww here} 
I thought P had been very guarded! 
against misapprehension. | allade! 
to my illustration of baptism by 
tie conveyance of an estate. Li 
my letter, [ said, “that baptisi 
was the manner fixed by the Di 
vine head of the Church, by which 
the rich inheritance of grace is con- 
veyed to us: but the blessings or th: 
evils, that this estate may bring 
with it, denend upon ils use or abuse.” 
The parable of the talents alone 
will support this view of the sub- 
jeet. But you ask, “if the deed be 
illustrative of the case, is not the 
child sure of heaven?” By no 
means. [tis not the possession of] 
the privileges and benettts of bap- 
tism, but their inprovement that will 
secure heaven. It was not the pos- 
session of the talents, nor even their 
safe keeping, that gained the appro- 
bation of the giver. It was their 
successful use. And as far as [can 
discern, it is owing to a want of at- 
tention to this fundamental rule in 
the management of our Lord’s spi- 
ritual kingdom, that your theology 
is Sometimes Obscure, and sometimes 
inconsistent. 

From a paragraph in your nuin- 
ber for January, | was led to be- 
lieve, that the controversy on re- 
generation had come to a happy 


— 





close. You propos*d the ground 
taken by the Bishop of Gloucester, 
as the place on which you would 
meet your Opponents. Now the 
doctrine of that excellent prelate was 
quoted by me in support of my 


Vol. f1...No. X. 


should have so noproved as to bear 
interest, as seed which should have 
sorunz up and produced) fruit.” 
Mis would at once be actin, in 
my view, in correspondence with 


ithe findamentil arrangements of 


our Redeemer’s kingdom, 
Notwithstanding, however, this a- 
micable proposal, in your next Num- 
der you have published a long re 
view of my letier, in which you 
have coutroverted most of my lead- 
ing points. After a careful perusal 


‘ofiny piece, Limust say, in the sight 


of God, that T sail think nothing 
‘has been advanced by me at vari- 
ance with truth. Some things re- 
quire to be more fully illustrated. 

| As the subjects of baptism are in 
diflerent situations, some infants and 
some adults, there is necessarily 
some difliculty attending the dis- 
‘cussion of this doctrine, 

| With regard to infants, | know 
no ground of difference among 
them. NorcanI believe, that some 
infantsare suitable objects of divive 
‘grace, while others are not. What- 


* We are rather surprised at this, Wedid, 
indeed propose, the ground taken by the Bi- 
shop of Gloucester, as thaton which we were 
willing to meet, and we sill renew the 
pledge But we do not consider that writer 
as concurring with the Bishop of Maryland ; 
and so far were we trom holding out the de- 
ceptious idea here ascribed to us, that this 
view * had brought the controversy to a hap- 
py close,” it will be perceived, by reference 
to our remarks apen the subject, in our pum- 
ber for January, that we then laid dowa the 
order of discussion which we pruposed to 
pursue in the following number. The bishop, 
hen, ought not to have been surprised that, 
alter promising to review his letter, we 
should have been s0 waniing in courtesy to 
aun, and in regard to our own veracity, a 
not to have complied with our prostise. 
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ever is effected then in the Baptism} 
of an infant in one case, is effected! 


in another. 
fants, 1 shall return “‘ hearty thanks 


to Almighty God, that it hath plea-| 
sed him to regenerate these infants} 








with his holy Spirit, to receive them) 
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a faith which they did not hold, and 
pretended to a repentance which 


And when I baptise in-| they had never effected, they are not 


in a condition te apply or improve 
the inheritance hestowed on them at 
baptism. They are placed in co- 
venant with God—they acquire a 


for his own children by adopuon, | title to the privileges and henefits of 
and to incorpe rate them into his, this covenant, but like the talent in 


church.” Ali who were cirt umci-| 


sed amler the Jewish dispensation,) kept without improvement. 


were viewed as in covenant with) 
God without any discrimination— 
and all who are baptised under the! 
Christian, are also made members) 
of his church. And in comp!iance 
with the practice of our blessec 

Lord, his apostles, and the prim 

tive christians, designating this bs 
the strong figure of anew birth. 

Tcannot inconsistency apply that, 
Geure to avy other spir iter i change. 

or any other variation of cireum- + 
stances in the christian life; for chil-| 
dren are only born once in a natu-) 
ral way, and we cannot admit them 
to be born terce in a spiritual way. 
What next coucerns us 
growth in grace. And should their 
parents neglect to cultivate the 
grace bestowed at baptism, or 
should they themselves, after attain- 
ing mature age, abandon them- 
selves to sin, all our eflorts will be 
directed to bring them to repen- 
tance, to induce them to embrace 
the atonementof their Redeemer for 
the pardon of their sins, and the aid 
of the holy Spirit for the conversion 
of their souls. 

Tn the case of adults, the church} 
has wisely provided that they should] 
be duly prepared for the reception} 
of this holy sacrament, that the} 
seeds of grace then sown may take} 
immediate root and grow with lux-} 
uriance. But if at any time it 
should appear, that persons whe 
came forward to baptisin, professed 











is their) 


the parable, these privileges are 
And it 
is upon the improvement, and not 
upon the possession of the means of 
grace, that the fate of all men will 
turn at the day of the Lord. 

It would appear ther, that there 
is the most complete consistency in 
ithe whole system of grace; and 
whenever this consistency is de- 
stroyed, the very vital principle of 
faith is shaken, and the confidence 
‘of the christian diverted from di- 
‘vine to human means. Hence come 
in all the follies and extravagancies 
of poor weak human beings. This 
view of the subject too, completely 
preserves. the parallelism between 
the two sacraments. In both, the 
privileges are duly conveyed, for 
God will fulfil his promises, and ac- 
company his ordinances with his 
blessings, although some of the re- 
cipients may be in a condition to 
improve them, and some may not. 
* Occupy till I come, trade with till 
I return, is to be understood as the 
direction accompanying the com- 
munication of every blessing of the 
gospel. 

If the duties of my station and the 
state of my health would admit, 
1 would follow you, gentlemen, 
through all your review. But I 
hope these few remarks will satisfy 
yeur readers that the editors and 
the defenders of the Family Bible, 








do not hold doctrines so far at va- 
elriance with the word of Ged, or 


with the standards of the church, as 
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The Editors’ Reply to the foregoing % 


they have been represented to hold. be avoided by a pr per understand- 


I must still then, gentlemen, be 
permitted to view this book as no 
ordinary performance ; and I re- 
joice to. find that its circulation in 
the East, where the light ot the gos- 

el begins again to advance with 
considerable splendour, is daily in- 
creasing. By the last accounts 
from Bombay, the Family Bible 
was in great demand. And it woul: 
be a pleasing circumstance, if | could 
only hope that my feeble efforts 
would accelerate its course tll i 
reached the Southern and Western 
boundaries of our immense repub- 
lick,—the Gulph of Mexico, and the 
Pacific Ocean. Then would [ feel 
persuaded that religion would pre- 
side in the parlours of the rich, and 
at the fire-sides of the poor—that 
its holy influence would compose 
and exhilarate the face of society, 
and effect such a renovation in the 
souls of individuals, as to prepare 
them for God's everlasting king- 
dom. I am, gentiemen, with great 
regard, your most obedient. 

JAS. KEMP. 
Baltimore, March 16, 1821. 
—<——— 

The Editors’ Reply to the foregoing. 

We should deem it disrespectful 
to our right Reverend correspon- 
dent, as well as unjust to ourselves, 
not to notice some of the remarks 
which he has done us the favour to 
address to us in the foregoing let- 
ter. What we have to say, will be 
comprised in few words, both be- 
cause the subject is now brought in- 
to very narrow limits, and because 
we would not seem anxious to pro- 
tract a discussion, which the Rever- 
end prelate’s ** health and the duties 
of his station” will not allow him 
further to sustain. As it regards the 
question of baptismal regeneration, 
:nuch ambiguity and contusion may 





ing of the term itself. We have al- 
ready defined what we mean by spi- 
ritual regeneration, “ This recene- 
ration being the phrase,” (we adopt 
here the explanation of the term by 

Whit!y) “used by the Jews, cons 
cerning their proselytes, (they ha- 
ving been said to be recentes naty, 

new born babes, and born tn holi- 
ness ;) Para tots barbarois philoso- 
phois to katharthenai to kai photis- 
at annagennesat legetat. Strom. ] 

v.p. 552. Our Lord translates the 
metaphor from them to his disei- 
ples, renewed after the image of 
God, in true holiness, and sanctified 
throughout in all their whole man. 
Now, here is such an intrinsic 
change in the whole spirit, soul and 
body, and the whole tenor of this 
man’s life, for the better, thac he may 
be said to be born again who is thus 
changed into another man,” &ce. 
‘And, seeing it is by the operation 
of the Holy Spirit, that this change 
is Wrought within us, it fitly is ex- 
pressed by being born of the Spirit. 
Seeing, lastly, we are thus born, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorrup- 
tible, 7. e. by the word of the living 
God, who, of his own will, hath be- 
gotten us again by the word of truth, 
therefore, we are as fitly said to be 
born of God.” If this be a cor- 
rect view of regeneration, it is ob- 
vious that it cannot be applied uni- 
versally to the baptism of adults or 
infants. The broad propositions of 
Dr. Maut, and his present advocate, 
were, that there is no other than 
baptismal regeueration possible in 
this world—that from the time of 
baptism, a new principle of action 
is introduced into the soul,-—in 
short, that spiritual, regenerating 
grace always accompanies the out- 
ward act of baptism. No distinc- 
tion was made by thein between the 
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case of infants and adults. The 
Bishop |: s, however, now modified, 
his position with respect to adults. | 
He does not, indeed, tell us what 
change he considers as passing upon 
them by baptism, and whether he i is' 
disposed to defend the views enter-| 
tained by Dr. Mant in the regene- 
rating efficacy of baptism upon Si- 
mon Magus. As, however, he 
has left us in possession of the ar- 
guments elready adduced upon that 
point, itis not for us to complain 
that he has net undertaken to extri- 
cate Dr. Mant from his dilemma. 
Whether infints co, or do not re-| 
ceive spiritual erece in baptism, is} 
a question which we cannot under-} 
take to decide. Who can. tell, 
since the Scriptures are sileut upon 
the subject, what, er whether any, 
mora! change is efiected upon them) 
by bapticm? All presumptive con- 
siderations drawn from reason, a- 
nalogy and experience, are against) 
the hypothesis : and the whole eco- 
nomy of grace forbids the idea, that 
any moral renovation can take 
place in the soul, without the con- 
current agency of the creature ; 
which agency, of course, in the case 
of infants, cannot be exerted. It is 
true, we have reason to believe, that 
God will attend the proper use of 
his own institutions with some spe- 
cial blessing ; but this consideration 
goes equally to show the moral efli- 
cacy of the Lord’ssupper. And we 
cannot but place them, as the arti- 
cle dees, on the same footing. [fit 
be asked, what advantage then have 
the baptised ; or what profit is there 
in baptism? We reply, ¢ much 
every way.’ They are brought 


within the visible fold of Christ, are 
made heirs of the promises, anc 
have a covenanted title to salvation. 
“ A degree of spiritual aid is vouch- 
safed and ready to offer itself to 
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their acceptance cr rejection at the 
dawn of reason.” The church ae 
i dopts them as her children. and pros 
vides al] the securities which the so- 
jlemn vows of sponsors can aflord, 
for their being brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lerd,” and she calls them to con- 
sider “these privileges, as talents, 
which they should have so improved 
as to bear interest ; as seed which 
should have sprung up and produ- 
ced fruit.” 
The Bishep expresses his sur- 
that, after ad top iD or this 
OYO all lnid down by the Bisho »p of 
Gloucester, we should yet be at va- 
riance aids himself. He will readi- 
ly perceive the reason of it, when he 
jcompares his own phroseology with 
ithat of the Bishop whom he cites, 
The latter speaks of the privileges 
0" baptism, the former of the spirit- 
ual and regenerating grace of bap- 
‘usm. The one speaks of that grace 
as already bestowed, the other of 
it as © rez ady to cfler itself to their 
acceptance or rejection at the dewn 
of reason.” Certainly, then, it is 
| not matter of surprise, that we can 
safely adopt the compromise ofier- 
ed by the Bishop of Gloucester, and 
yet hesitate to concur with the very 
widely variant notions of the Bishop 
of Maryland. He has, indeed, in 
the preceding letter, abated some- 
what of the force of expression in 
his remarks on baptism, and } 
some instances has substituted the 
ee eges, for the grace of bap- 
tism. If this he his meaning, there 
is no difference between us on this 
point. But from other parts of 
ihis letter, we are forbidden to enter- 
‘tain the felicitating idea, that we 
have so nearly approximated. It 
is upon the substitution of these 
terms, however, that he bas refuted 














the observations we made against 
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the argument drawn from his simil | 
And, he will admit, (regeneration) of contemplating all 


of the deed. 
we think, that when the words ori- 
sinally used in bis illustration are 
restored, the remarks we have al- 
ready made upon that subject stll) 
retain their intended force. We are! 
hot lis osed to cavil for a word, or) 
we bs proceed to justily this opi- 
nion. 

We flatter ourselves that nothing 
has thus far been advanced by US,| 
which has a tendency to detract from 
the just diguity and efficacy of the, 
sacrament of baptism. We cousi- 
der it an institution of imperious and! 
indispensable obligation, and of in- 
expressible value and benefit to our; 
children. But still we cannot con-| 
ceive, that it necessarily bestows that) 
spiritual regeneration, or change of) 
character, which qualifies us for 
heaven. [tis against this conse-| 
quence of Dr. Mant’s  doctrine,' 
which, in our judgment, tends to de-| 
lude and destroy immortal souls, 
that we have been induced to enter 
our humble and public protest. The: 
authorities to which we have ap-' 
pealed, in favour of our position, 
have not been controverted by the} 
Bishop. And, indeed, being such, 
as the church herself has consecra-| 
ted, they appear to us incontrover- 
tible. We deem it, therefore, un- 
necessary to add any thing farther 
upon this sabject, than an extract 
from the Bishop of Gloucester’s! 
charge, which will serve, both to| 
show how erroneously that respec- 
table prelate has been supposed to 
favour the views of Dr. Mant, and 
also to express, better than we could 
do in our own language, our own 
senuments on this subject. ‘* At) 
the same time,” says that prelate, | 





““T would solemnly protest against 
that most serious error (which has 
arisen probably from exalting too} 


to the foregein,; 2069 
highly the just view of baptismal 


the individuals of a baptised con- 
sregation as converted, as having 
fall once known the truth and enter- 
ed upon the right path,” * ##* 

“This erroneous view, in my 
opinion, strikes at the root of all 
useful preaching. Ministerial ad- 
dresses founded upon it, sooth and 
delude the people into a false peace ; 
they do but halfopen the wounds of 
the sinmer, they act as a dull and 
clouded mirror, and exlibitto him 
a most dmperlect representation ol 
What he is, and what he ought to 
ho—ot what must be done for him, 
mdin hin; they lull to sleep any 
conscientious misgivings in the mat 
of worldly decency and reputation ; 
they may make many a pharisee, 
and produce on many a death bed 
4 vain self-righteous ease, which 
must soon be change into selfcon- 

emnation and death eternal. But 
(hey will wever be instrumental in 
drawing forth from practical unbe- 
levers, the question of the gaoler, 
‘What must | do to be saved?’ * * * 
No—rather permit me to urge, suf- 
fer me to beseech you, by these very 
unspeakable mercies, address your 
people, with a far different feeling, 
and in a far diflerent language. 
Exhort them with parental authori- 
ty, but with parental aflection,—ex- 
hort them, one and all, seriously to 
examine themselves by the tests and 
marks of the new creature, of the 
death unto sin, and the new birth 
unto righteousness, which are so 
emphatically and repeatedly requi- 
red in the seriptures.” (1) 

We now come to the charge of 
misreprescutation alleped against 
us, in tae Quotation we have made 
trom Mant’s bible. We thought 





(1) Bishop Gleucester’s charge, pp. 1I8—20 
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that “the charity which Lopeth all\'described, or does he mean to show 
things,” and for which the Bishop||‘ merely that such a doctrine cannot 
is so remarkable, would have sug-|\be drawn from this passage?’ If 
Bali gested to him the real motive which) the latter was intended, we acknow]- 
led us to give only a part of the ex-/edge that we have, though uninten- 
tract in question, in our then crow-||tionally, done the writer great in- 
ded pages. And we should have; justice. But if the former, we think 
thought it also more in unison with) injustice has been done to us in im- 
his usual kindness, if he had accom-/ puting to us the design of fastening 
panied the allegation, with the whole! an odious doctrine upon the author, 
; . {) . . 
of the paragraph, in order that an by a mutilated extract from his 
opportunity might have been afiord-| works. What, then, is the reasona- 








a 


ed, of judging, whether he had not 
been mistaken in bis suspicions. 


ble construction of this paragraph? 
If the writer had merely intended, 


: The book is now before us, and we||that such a doctrine could not be 
will cite the whole passage. ‘ Ourjidrawn from this text, would he have 
translation of this passage ts a little|| thought it necessary to add, that 
ambiguous ; and many people have\\* some have unhappily concluded 
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faith is the gift of God; a gift, J 


unhappily concluded from it, that, 


mean, in some peculiar sense ; such a 
gift as is not vouchsafed to mankind 
in general, like the gift of reason o 
any common blessing : but is appro- 
priated only to the select few, who 
are thereby enabled to lay hold on 
Christ, while all the rest of their 
brethren are lost for the want of it. 
Now thisis a very great mistake ; for 
the seriptures contain no such as- 
sertion : and the words of the text, in 
particular, say nothing about any 
kind of faith, as a gift of God, but 
refer wholly to another matter. ‘Uhe 
assertion of the Apostle is plainly 
this, that salvation by grace is the 
gift of God; that it is not of our- 
selves, or to be derived from any 
works of ours, lest any man should 
boast. This is the substance of the 
doctrine ; and the original Greek 
can signify nothing else. But as 
to faith, that is mentioned only as 
the means, or an instrument of ob- 
taining the salvation here declared.” 
‘The part in italics is that which we 
quoted. ‘The question is, does the 
writer intend to deny that “ faith is 


from it that faith is the gift of God?” 
And does he not indeed, explicitly 
declare, not only that “ the words of 
the text in particular say nothing of 
‘any kind of faith as the gittot God,” 
|but that “ the scriptures make no such 
assertion.” Where, then, we re- 
specttully inquire, 1s the foundation 
of the opinion that we have misrep- 
resented the writer by a partial ex- 
tract? On the contrary, does not 
the whole paragraph taken togeth- 
er, only show more strongly his 
busy anxiety to prove that such a 
doctrine is not only not taught by 
this passage or by any other part of 
scripture, but that the belief of it in- 
volves the absurd necessity of “ ap- 
propriating it only to the select few, 
who are enabled to lay hold on 
Christ, while all the rest are lost for 
jwant of ite” Does it by any means 
follow, because the writer drew this 
erroneous consequence from his pre- 
mises, that, therefore, he did not 
hold the prensises, as laid in his po- 
sitive declaration, that “ the words 
of the text in particular say nothing 
of any kind of faith as the gift of 
God,” and that “the scriptures 











the gift of God,” in the sense there 


make no such assertion’ If we 
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are mistaken in this construction,| ting his affections on thines abeve. 
we trust it will be considered as ar} and PURE SUV adar iis spirit ral a fwan- 
honest mistake, having, at least, a 
plausible excuse in the zeal,and wor-/ pressions in scripture which denote 
rnew birth, but those which speak 


P . * gy ' 
wre, hus, not only those ex- 


dy phraseology of the author, 
“Phat Dr. Mant’s bible contains) of our renovation and conversion, 
rich materials of wisdom aad piety,| sre referred to baptism. — [tis this 
we have never doubted : but under! vicious principle, as we esteem it, 
the modifications which he has felt) which pervades the whole system of 
at liberty to give to them, it becomes) Dr. Mant, that forms the principal 
no longer the work of these authors) ground of our objection to his bible 
whose name it bears, but of Dr.) and his theology. We have never 
Mant. We will give an instance of] intended to disparage his talents, or 
his mode of arranzement w och will] lus zeal in the cause of the Church. 
serve to show, how easy it is, by pla-} He may possess the eloquence of a 
cing detached portions and extracts Masillon, the ecclesiastical sagacity 
from several writers, in a certain| of a Bossnet, and the zeal ofa Laud: 
state of juxta-position, to make} but with these great luminaries, itis 
them speak quite diflerently from) possible that he may also err in the 
what they intended, even when he|/faith. What, then, though some 
preserves their own language. In /|specimens of evangelical spirituality 
the commentary on the 2. Cor. v. may be adduced from his writings? 
17. the following observations oc-} [f the principle upon which his sys- 
cur: “be in Christ—“truly a Chris-| tem is framed, be false, and the ge- 
tian. Be ingrafted into Christ by jneral tenor of his doctrines perni- 
the spirit of Christ received in his jcious, we must, notwithstanding, be 
regeneration by baptisin.” Bishop considered as having performed an 
Fell.” important duty, in adverting to the 
‘Old things are passed away ;’ lerror. In his Bampton lectures, to 
his former ailections to the things of!|which the Bishop has reterred, as 
this world, and his former designs, allording an evidence of his spirit- 
to promote his warldly interest, are |uality, we find the passages which 
ceased. Drs. Whithy and bells. \we have before cited. He there at- 
‘ All things are become new.’ He | firms that conversion is not necessa- 
is become a new creature or quite |ry to all men; (p. 395.) that, so far 
different man in all these respects, |from its being needed by some, 
setting his affections on things a- {there are persons, who have, by im- 
bove, and pursuing his spiritual ad- proving the sanctifying grace, “so 
vantage.” Dr. Wells. pursued the calin aud blaineless te- 
Neither of the foregoing para- juor of their way, have preserved 
graphs taken separately, are liable that child-like simplicity of charac- 
to any serious objection; but, con- |ter, and that child-like innocence 0% 
strued in the relation in which they |conduct, that their angels may not 
stand to each other, they carry an ‘blush to behold the face of their 
inference probably never intended Heavenly Father.” (p. 397.) If this, 
by their authors. ‘The fair deduc- |ndeed, be a specimen of evanyell 
tion is, he who is baptized, ‘ is be- eal spirituality, we cannot but thins. 
come a wew creature, er guite a dif- \aner our church requires to be much 
ferent maa in all these respects, set- farther reformed, and that all her 
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liturevy must be new modelled. 
We have looked through the com- 
mentary of Dr. Mant, and we find, 
amidst a rich profitsion of practical 
matter and of sound criticism, what 
we consider, a vein of baser ore, in- 
corporating itself throughout, mar- 
ring the beauty and vitiating the 
character of the whole. The ef-| 
fects of the fall extend in his views, 
only to the mortality of the body. 
Gen. 2. 17. and 3. Rom. v. 18. 
Had we time, we could extrael 
largely to jus stify these charges. 


But, it would be both tedious andl 


“— ofitable. 
Ve will advert only to one other 


consideration belonging to this sub-|, 


ject. The imposing question is still 
asked, if Dr. Mant be so far erro-} 
neous, how could the society of 
England have given its sanction to 
his bible? We have already sug- 
gested, that a change has recently 
taken place in the complexion of the 
conductors of that institution. The 
style and title, as well as the princi- 
ples of the old tracts have been su- 
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perseded by a totally new state of 
things. Many proots might be ad-| 
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to give adiitional evidence, that the 
modern theology which has secured 
to Dr. Mant’s bible, the sanction of 
this venerable society, is utterly at 
variance with the principles conse- 
crated by it in its older, and purer, 

and best days. We do humbly, 

conceive, therefore, that the nies 
circumstance of this bible having 
‘obtained the adventitious vote of 
the publishing committee, can, by 
no means, be eonsidered as consti- 
iuting the testiinony of this venera- 
ble institution. 

But, apart from authority, this 
‘bible ought to stand or fall upon its 
lown eharacter. The public are 
now in possession of some of the 
reasons W hich have induced our be- 
lief, that Dr. Mant is utterly dis- 
qui alified for the task of pub lishing 
such a work. The liberty he has 
taken of “ changing words, and even 
sentences,” leaves us always uncer- 
tain whether we are reading tie 
words and sentences of the authors 
whom he quotes. The efficacy, 
moreover, which he ascribes to bap- 
lism, including in it that great 
change which is set forth in the 





ded to those already given of the|jscripture, as necessary to salvation, 


truth of this statement. If then, 
these facts be true, and they have noi 
been controverted, the modern prin- 
ciples of this society can with no 


being the fair expression of this ve- 
nerable society, than the wild and 
extravagant doctrines which sprang 


tion and explanation of the opinion 
more propriety be interpreted asl 


————e 


and superseding, in some cases, the 
necessity of any conversion, is in 
our judgment, a sufficient Justifica- 


we have already expressed, that 
such a doctrine tends to delude and 
destroy immortal souls. From these 
views necessarily proceed low and 





out of the Cromwell domination, linadequate notions of the ruined 


might be considered as developing: 
the sentiments of the virtuous part! 
of the English people. We confess! 
ourselves so far prepossessed in fa-| 
vour of “the good old way, as’ 
to select the earlier days of the so-! 
ciety as forming the best criterion! 
of its true and orthodox sentiments.! 


state of man, by nature, and accor- 
dingly we find that principle to 
peivade the whole theology of his 
bible. As applied to adults, his no- 
tious of baptisin are now generally 
disclaimed by his warmest adhe- 
rents. But in the sense in which he 


applies them to infants, they are, 10 





We have shewn, and are prepared} 


Jour opinion, equally indefensible 





=.) 
i 


1321. Disavowa!l of Dre Mant's System, by an American Bis ° 
and dangerous. As to the moral’ extract of a letter from one of that 
change wrought in infants by bap- venerable order, can leave no doubt 
(ism, we pronounce nothing. But onthe mind of avy of your readers, 
we confess ourselves inclined to the | that he dissents from the Doctors ne- 
opinion of Bishop Burnet, * that to vel and dangerous opinions en the 
fancy a virtue in sacraments that ‘important subject now under discus- 
A CLERGYMAN OF MARYLAND, 
EA\TRAcCT 
“From the two last numbers of 


works on the person to whom they sion, 
are applied, without any inward 
acts accompanying it, and upon his 
being only passive, isa doctrine of the Repertory, it appears that the 
which we find nothing m the serip- lnportant question of Baptisinal re- 
tures: that the effect of the sacra- generation is agitated among you, 
ments cometh only on the worthy fam not sorry to see it; the tempe- 
receiving of them; that the pretend-) rate discussion of theological ques- 
ing that sacraments have their effect tons by those who have diffrent 
any other way, Is the bringing in Views of the subjects, tends much to 
the doctrine of charms into the the elucidation and diffusion of 
Christian religion ; and thatittends trath, [tad in vol. IL. p. 174, some 
to dissolve all obligations to piety reference to my opinion as connect- 
and devotion, toa holiness of life or ed with the suljcet. [united cer- 
a purity of temper, when the being tainly and cordially in the usual vote 
ina passive, ana perhaps, insensible of thanks to Bishop Moore for his 
state, while the sacraments are ap- Convention sermon: it Was a serious 
plied, is thought a disposition sufli-, discourse, contaiming many inpor- 
cient to give them virtue.” (a) ‘tant truths, impressively delivered ; 
We stow take our respectful leave’ but have no recollection of ex presse 
(ing any particular approbation of 
what he said on the subject in que: 
tion. According to my present re- 


of the Eishop, assuring him, that it 
will give us much pleasure on ano- 
ther occasion, to meet him on some 


of those many points, on which, at- 
ter all, we hope, we still agree ; and 
to be stimulated to follow bim in his} 
well known zeal in promoting the| 
interests of religion, and of our be-! 
loved Zion. 





a 
OF DR. MANI'S SYSTEM 
AMERICAN Bi3HOP, 


DISAVOWAL EY AN 


lo the Editors of the Repertory, 


Iu Bishop [kemp’s communica- 
tion, published in your No. for Ja- 
nuary, there is a paragraph calcula-' 
ted to leave the impression, that all: 
our Bishops approve of Dr. Mant’s 
views respecting the necessary con- 
nexion between baptism and spi- 
ritual regeneration. ‘The following: 





collection (for [ have not his sermon 
by me) his words on the subject 
were few, and capable of beine con- 
strued according to my belief. But 
the inference that by so votiny, [ 


\have virtually given my assent to 
all that Dr. (now Bishop) Mant has 


published on the subject, J utterly 
disclaim. I never could discover 
that the holy scriptures authorise 
the belief that every one who is 
‘born of water,’ is of course ‘born 
of the spirit,’ and to all human ap- 
pearance, experience and observa- 
tion prove the contrary. In my 





judgment, nothing is more clearly 
taught in the standards of our 
churcb, por can be, than that the 
sacraments (as well the one surely 





(a) Burnet on 35th Article, pp. 268—294. las the other 
Vol. If...No. 1X. 





) are of no spiritual be- 
39 
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nefit tothose who receive them with- } 


out the faith, and repentance, ail! 


eh: arity which God's word re« LE res. | 


The very article whichd vstinnen that) 
they are “sure witnesses and eflec-)) 


| 


tual signs of grace and God’s ood | 
will towards us, by the Which he’ 
doth invisibly work in us,” declares 
also that “in such onlv as worthils 
them, they have a whatle- 


Select 


1] : : 
(| And give to fame in notes of fire 








ion of the Psalms 


APRIL, 


TO MY LYRE, ; Communicated 
} (Imitated from Anacreon. ) 
To glory | would tune my livre, 


The hero's praise: but all im vi 
Christ’s dying love usurps tie strain 


| Avain, | shift the cords, to sing 

|| The jovs which taste and genius bring: 

| Art’striamph,—meek-ceved wisdoin’s sway 
| Christ's love alone the strings obey 


Farewell, then, every earthly theme | 

My soul hath drank the living beain 
Of Jesus’ love. Henceforth Pil raise 
wers to sing 


My noblest po his praise 


REVIEWS. 


receive 
some effect or ope ration.” | 
Eelect portions from the authorised version of 


the whole Book of Psalins, tr mi toe wil hy 

the Lymns anvered. Baltimore; E. J 

Conle. 21. pp. 209, 12 mo 

The Psalms of David were em- 
ploved in the public worship of the} 


Jewish church, throughout the w hole} pre ‘ference. 


period between that pious monarch, 

and Christ, and have been held 1p} 
equal esteem, as formularies of devo- 
tion, by every branch of the Chris- 
tien church. ‘These ancient melo- 
dies blend the sublimest and sweet- 
est strains of poetry, which the most 
pati 
ing, and the most edifying doctrines), 
of revealed religion: 

The Psalms, itis generally known, 
were originally composed for the 
choir of sacred musicians appointed) 
by David to the service of the Jew- 
ish sanctuary ; and were accurately 


measured into verses and stanzas, of) pair or obscure the sense. 


a variety of structures. To accom-! 


‘sions, respectable in point of execu- 
ition, been effected, than in our own. 
Between these, in regard to both the 
‘qualities abovementioned, there are 
no doubt, very obvious gveneis ot 
If that adopted by our 
jown church should not, in the opin- 
ion of all who cheerfully use it, be 
considered the best, no competent 
judge ever pronounced it materially 
‘exceptionable, or denied its excel- 
lence as a faithful transcript of the 
‘Hebrew originals. ‘The occasional 





‘ie effusions of sanctified feel- harshness of the phraseology is 


} wholly owing to the remoteness of 
| the period when the version was 
iprepared, and the subsequent chan- 
jgesi and refinements of the language 
On a careful examination, it will ‘be 
found, that these bieasishes rather 
vofiend the ear, than in the least, im- 
We even 
doubt much whether the advantages 





modate them to the purposes of of uniformity which the general use 


Christian psalmody, not only a 


translation, but a metrical version of|| Psalms affords 


them, is requisite. Such a version 
has been produced in nearly all the 
modern European languages, with 
different degrees of success, both as 
regards the preservation of the spi- 
rit and dignity of the originals, and 
the ease and beauty of the versifica- 
tion. In no modera language have 


the authorised version of the 
, united with that de- 
| cent veneration which its very anti- 
quity imparts, are not to be prefer- 
red to any precarious benefits that 
might arise from its promiscuous 
use, in public worship, with the more 
modern and popular versions. 

Our church has very properly 
seen fit to interpose its salutary di- 


jof 








a greater number of metrical ver- 


rection for the ediiying performance 


-? 


7a A Reviess Cuwie s Seiccthion of the Palais ) 
~~ 


" of the psalmody. Still, it i4 conti-P ps ums. The pretice states, that 
ded to the discretion of her mints-|,** Selection and arrancement of ver- 
ers. to determine in their respective) ses, are the principal objects of the 

onvregations, the order and tre-}; volume; which will be found to 
saeucy of this exercise ; and to make| contain all the most beautiful and 
Jections from the authorised ver-|) devout portions of the Holy Psal 
‘on, suited to the different occasions)/ter, and which has reeeived the ap) 
if worship. Every member ot our! probation of the Bishop, and seve 

" gregations knows how tre quent- tral of the clerey of Maryland.” It 

'y the necessity of exercising this/is no part of the design to alter the 

liscretion, devolves upon his pas- |i/anguage of ‘the version; as such a 

or; and every clerzyman has telt ‘measure would require the sanction 

what precision of attention must be} of ai general Convention of the 
lirected to this item of his prepara-! church. 








rory duties, on every recurrence of A clergyman is usually govern 

public worship. ed to the choice of the psalm, by the 
U- The choice of a psalm, in which) subject of bis discourse, or the ma- 
DB. the sentiments suited to the occasion! ture of the occasion : aud in his sub- 
he are contained, is tke lightest part of | aequent analysis naturally aims to 
re the business of selection. ‘The very} avoid the less connected and harsher 
ot circumstance which imparts a high!! members of the psalin, and those 
ur value to our version of the Psalms,)! having local and private references ; 
n- the fidelity of the translation,—otftea}) and consults in the selection and com- 
De requires a selection, and new coimn- bination of stanzas, the appropriate 
nt bination of stanzas, from different) length of the service, unity of scope, 
ly parts of the same psalm. fa ma- jand the completeness of the parts, 
|- king this artilictal selection and ar- | And these are the particular objects 
1€ rangement, it is perhaps seldom’! which the performance under exa- 
al considered, how large a share of)! mination professes to have accom- 
is ; the whole attention of a congrega- || plished. 
of tion is put in requisition, in recol- i 1. THE LENGTH OF THE PSALMS 
as lecting the designation and order || Throughout the Psalter, is nearly 

of the parts to be sung, and in tra- equalized by omissions, and a new 
p cing the new connexion and depen- | distribution of the stanzas, of which, 
e dence which is thus instituted be-'}the portions contain from three to 
7 tween them ;—and this, at that very |six,—commonly, fourand five. Sel- 
- staze of worship, when any di- |dorm or never will it be necessary to 
7 version of the thoughts is most un- ‘divide these portions, and the uni- 
< seasonable. ‘The inconveniences {versal practice of our cleurches ren- 


attendiug this mode of using our |/ders itequally improbable, that they 

version, are scarcely less than that |will, on any ordinary occasion, re- 

which would result from using it |}quire to be exceeded. Another part 

without any selection, of the design) was to render every 
Mr. Coale has undertaken, in the |!division 


ee ©) 


| 


: publication which we have just exa- If, UNIQUE AND COMPLETE IN ITSELF. ° 
mined, to obviate all the inconve-|| And here lies the chiet difficulty 
niences of making or announcing |attending the successful execution of 
the selection in the house of God, cack awork. A great liberty of 
by means of a new distribution of | omission, and transposition, Was in- 
the constituent stanzas of the several dispensably necessary to be taken. 
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A few examples, selected promiscu- 
ously, will show both the nature of 
the discretion which has been used, 
in these respects, and the degree of 
success with which the design has 
been accomplished. | 

The seventh psalm, as in the 
Psalter, and authorised version, be-| 
gins with a complaint against the 
violence and injustice of a persecu-, 
ting adversary. The seven first, 
verses are occupied with this com-| 
plaint,—with professions of since-| 
rity—an appeal to the justice of, 
God,—and imprecations of his vin-| 
dictive judgments upon an ungodly, 
enemy. The 8th and 9th, contama, 
repetition of the same complaint and) 


prayer. The 10th, to the 16th, exalt | 


the justice, and express an entire, 
confidence in the providence of the 
Almighty ; and the 17th conclades, 
with an appropriate celebration of, 
the divine justice and power. 

The 8th and 9th verses, evidently 
contain a condensed expression of 
every distinct sentiment conveyed 
in the preceding seven. In the se- 
lection, these are therefore, omitted ; 
and the psalm is is made to com- 
mence with the Sth verse. The 
14th, 15th, and 16th, are only an 
expression, under different figures, 
of the sentiment contained in the 
Lith, 12th, and 13th: the selection 
accordingly omits them. In the 
Sth, 9th, 10th, Lith, 12th, 13th, and 
17th verses, uierefore, the sense o 
the whole psalm is actually embo- 
died; and these verses are com- 
pressed, in our metrical version, into 
five stanzas ; which, disposed in the 
proper numerical order, will be scen 
to form a portion happily adapted 
in length, unity of scope, and the 
connexion, and completeness of the 
sense, to the worship of the chris- 
tian sanctuary. 


; 











PSALM VII. 


8. Impartial judge of all the world, 
| trust my cause to thee; 
According to my just deserts 
So let thy sentence be. 


19 Let wicked arts and wicked men 


Together be o’erthrown ; 
|But guard the just, thou God, to whom 
The hearts of both are known, 











(10. God me protects, not only me, 
But all of upright heart; 

And daily lays up wrath for those 
Who from his laws depart. 





/12. If they persist, he whets his sword, 
His bow stands ready bent: 

_Even now with swift destruction wing d, 
His pointed shafts are sent. 


17. Therefore will U the righteous ways 

Of providence proclaim ; 
I'll sing the praise of God most high, 

And celebrate his name. 

Selection, p. 19. 
The 103rd psalm, as disposed in 

ithe selection, furnishes in itself an 
exaniple of the division of a psalm, 
‘and of the omission, transposition, 
and repetion of the stanzas; by 
means of all ‘which liberties, we 
think the author’s design has been 
very happily accomplished. 


PSALM CII. 


8. The Lord abounds with tender love, 
And unexampled acts of grace ; 

His waken'd wrath does slowly move, 
His willing mercy flies apace. 





3. ‘Tis he that all thy sins forgives, 

And after sickness makes thee sound 
From danger he thy life retrieves, 
By him with grace and mercy crown’d 


9. God will not always harshly chide, 
But with lis anger quickly part ; 

And loves his punishments to guide 
More by his love than our desert. 


1]. As high as heav’n its arch extends 
Above this little spot of clay, 

So much his boundless love transcends 
The email respects that we can pay. 


12. As far as ‘tis from east to west, 
So far has he our sins removed ; 
Who, with a father’s tender breast, 





Has such as fear'd him always lov’a. 
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PART sEcoND—veER. 9, 11, 12,14 | Selection will full with equal ad- 
O God will not always harshly chide, Vantage the inte nition of a first edi- 


But with his anger quit kis part 
Aad loves his punishments to guide 
More by bis love than our desert 


As high as Heav'n its arch e xtends 
Above this little spot of clay, 

©» much his boundless love trauscends 
The small respects that we cau pay 


1] 


19. As far as ‘tis from east to west, 

So farhas he eur sins remov'd 
Who, with a father’s tender breast, 

Has such as fear'd him always lov'd 
14. For Ged who all our frame surveys, 
Considers that we are but clay ; 
Hlow fresh eo e'er we scem, Our days 

Like grass or flowers must fade away 

PART THIRD—ve_ER. I, 19, 21, 22 
My soul, inspir'd with sacred love, 

God's holy name for ever bless ; 

Oi all his favours mindtul prove, 

Aud still thy grateful thanks express, 


1 


The Lord, the universal King, 

In heav'n has fix’d his loity throne 

To him, ye angels, praises sing 

lu whose great strength bis pow'r is shewn 


1v 


21. Ye that his just commands obey, 
And hear and do his sacred will, 
de hosts of his, this tribute pay, 


Who still what he ordains, fulfil. 


22. Let ev'ry creature jointly bless 
The mighty Lord: and thou, my heart,| 
With grateful joy thy thanks express, 
Aud iu iis concert bear thy part. 
Selection, pp. Llu—11]. 


II]. rue OMISSIONS 
Have considerably diminished the 
size of the Psalter. ‘Twenty eight 
entire psalms are left out of the Se- 


lection ; and a still larger propor- 


tion of ‘the whole beak § is excluded | 
in the stanzas dropped from the re- 
maining psalms. 

If the use of this Selection should’ 
ever come to supersede in a great) 
measure, the standard version in our, 
congregations, we should regret the 
wy of sev wal of the excluded 
psalms ; ; and judge the volume re- 
duced decided] y to too small a com- 
pass, Butthe present form ef the' 





} lion: ber ng fully ade ‘quate toa tho- 
| rough attestation of the utility of 
| the plan, and to the ordinary ocea- 
sions of public worship, 

Ot the psalios entirely omitted, 
the 10th, llth, 35th, Seth, d2nd, 
54th, 58th, 9th, Olst, Gath, T4th, 
83rd, LO9Mth, 120th, 12rd, 129th, 
I3lst, and 140th, were probably 
judge ‘d of dithcult’ accommodation 
to the general uses of christian wor- 
| ship, trom the nature of the denun- 
| ciations and complaints contained 
jin them. Many of them, doubtless, 
grew out of the private circum- 
stances of the Jewish nation, or of 
‘the psalinist, at the tine they were 
written : and as the sentiments which 
‘these psalms contain are found sub- 
stantially, in other parts of the Psal- 
ter retained in the Selection, we are 
less dissatisied with the omission. 

At the same time we are fully per- 
|suaded that no part of the inspired 
‘volume is unprofitable, ‘for 
itrine, for reprool, for correction, for 
ee tion in righteousness ;’ that 

‘no prophecy of the ser ipture is of 
lany private imlerpretauon;’? and 
{ 


| 
i 
| 





doc- 


that ‘ holy men of old spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ (2 
Tim. iii. 16.—1 Peter, i, 20, 21.)— 

Few christians who enjoy the stated 
privileges of sanctuary worship, we 
confidently trust, are so ignorant of 
the true spiritot the gospel, or of 
their utterly unworthy characters, 

jand of the impertection of their 
lives before God, as to be led by the 
occasional use of these psalms, into 
any practical miscoustruction of 
their language : and, by an easy and 
natural application of it to our spi- 
ritual foes, and the enemies of the 
|gospel, many of these psalms come 
to assumea decidedly evangelical 
complexion, and tend eminently to 
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the edification of the spiritaally-/ 
minded christian. 

The 20th, 21st, and 75th psaluns | | 
likewise omitted in the Selection,. | 
though occasioned by the royal pre-| 
rogatives and enterprises of the! 
psalmist himse lf, or of some contem-|| 
porary prince, to which they are no}! 
doubt primarily applicable, yet are), 
so evident predictions of the king- 
dom of Christ, and so strikingly de-|| 
scriptive of his majesty and power, | 
that Bishop Patrick justly says of 
them, © ‘Truly there are some things 
in them that are more literally ful- 
filled in Christ than in David.” A 
similar remark would not be wholly 
inapplicable to the 82nd, and 11st, 
which are also among the cxchaded 





{ 


psalms. Nag, 


In this state of affliction, where, 
the causes of mourning and sorrow, 


Va re: ry ¢ ; ~~. . 
section OF {: i ob APRY?,. 


‘on ily,a ive retained tn the Selection. Te 


iscivenasa tolerably coed exe mphi- 
lfc ation of the course pursued i in the 
abridgementot the psalins, through- 


vont the work. ‘The several reasons 


‘tor most of the omissions will readi 
‘ly occur to the reader. 


PSALM LXXVITI. 
1. To God I cried, who to my help 
Did greciously repair ; 
2. In trouble’s dismal day I sought 
My God with humble pray’r. 


All night my fest ring wound did run ; 
No med cines gave relief ; 

My soul no comfort would admit ; 
My soul indulg'd her grief. 


3. [thoughton Ge’, and favours past, 
Bul thatinercas'd my pain: 

I found my spirit mere oppress’d, 
The more 1 did complain. 


Through ev'ry watch of tediousznight 
Thou keep'st my eyes awake ; 

My grief is swell'd lo that excess, 

I sigh, but cannot speak, 





are of far more lrequent occurrence, | 


and of longer continuance, than the \5. 


occasions of felicitation and joy, 
the inimitable language of pious re-) 





I call’'d to mind the days of old, 

With signal mercy crown'd ; 
Those famous years of ancient limes, 
For miracles renown'd, 








signation and woe, contained in the! 
88th psalin, can never be uansuita- 
ble to the actual circamstarces of 
many, nor to the true feelings of) 
some, in every christian congrega-| 


6. By night [recollect my songs, 
On former triumphs made ; 

Then search, cousult, and ask my hear’, 
Where's now that wondrous aid - 


7. Has God for ever cast us off ? 





tion. We hope to see it restored in 
a second edition. | 

The 127th, and 128th, which so) 
beautifully and ins structively declare | 
our dependence on our Heavenly. 
Father, for success in all our earthly ! 
labours, and refer all our temporal 
blessings to his ceaseless providence, 
and tender merey, can hardly have 
been excluded on account of their 
private references, or judged unsui-| 
table to the worship of the christian | 
church. We regret their omission, |/ 
because no other psalm, so beauti-| 
fully expresses the exact sense of| 
them. 

In the following psalm the stanzas 





Withdrawn his favours quite ? 
8. Are both his merey and his truth , 
Retir'd to endless night ? 


%. Can his long-practis’d love forget 
Its wonted aids to bring ? 

Has he in wrath shut up and seal’d 
Jiis mercy’s healing spring - 


10. J said, my weakness hints these fears, 
Put Liliny fears disband ; 

Ll yet remember the Most High, 

Ind years of his right hand 


— 


1. Vil call to mind his worbs of old,” 
‘The wonders of his might: 

2. On them my heart shall meditate, 
My tongue shall them recite. 


13. Safe lodg’d from human search on hgh, 
OU God, thy counsels are! 





presented in the Roman character,* 


Who is sogreata God as ours? 


Who can with him compare 








le 
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14. Long since a God of wonders, thee we are assured are not materially 
Thy rescu'd people found ; Uditler . 7 ; 
different trom our own, se 

15. Long since hast thou thy ¢ hosen seed . , hae! - ti tho . 
With strong deliv'rance crown'd | exceptions have originated in mis- 

: apprehension on their part, or any 

| 


vobscurity of languare on our own, 


6. n thee O God. the waters saiv, 
Ts frighted hillowes shrina 
“he troubled depths thems: 'ves for fear | tapas —e , 
Beneath their channels sunk \\" il] be suflicient to obviate them. 
, - aa || ‘The two first pages of that arti- 
7 Te lous * powr down, while rena Fa : _~ . . 
. > { swith t; i. =A , ae ire fehves cle (see pp- 185—t) were devoted 
‘y j ,? } sf ¢ ’ , ‘ \ A A . t 
Thy errors all abroad were sent, to a vindication of that characteris- 
Wing'd with avenging frre ,tic of the Enelish chureh, which 
1s bE 'n with t} y thun Jer’s voree was forn suits it, as an ece lesiastical system, 
Whilst all the lower world ‘ito the circumstances of a whole peo- 
i! en est. “ry and seem 'd iple. Now, if is plain that a church 
rt A foundatr Auy 1} P 
an TT ee Imay possess internal and external 
19. Through rolling streams thou findst thy regulations, more or less relaxed, 
(vay, ‘and contain im its constitution pro- 
visions of amore or less general na- 
ture,equally as well with, or without 
.; > | cage . 
20. Thon ledd'st thy people like a flock ‘any political connexions whatever. 
Safe roug hep vser! li : } M Ty s ¥ 7 oo 
_ Safe through the desert land || The reformers of the English church, 
By Moses, their incek shalful guide, WW. ; : ss . 
jitwas observed, intended, in framing 


asimple elucidation of our Ineaning 


Thy paths in waters lie , 
Thy wondi OUuS Passage, where no sight 
Phy footsteps can desery 


And Aaron's sacred hand |! . 

In conclusion, this Selection of !tssystem of polity, to adapt itto gen- 
the Psalms is particularly recom-|/¢ral extension throughout the reahn: 
mended to the use of our clerical!!and for this part of its constitution, 
brethren, even where the cireum-| |!" has no necessary dependence on 
stances of their people or their own) the secular power: and, in expressing: 
judgment should be against the in-| Our approbation of this feature ot 
troduction of it into their congrega- |, the English church, we expressed no 
tions. ‘The choirs in. many of our, S@2timent in relation to the expedien- 
churches, might likewise be asso-|\¢y of the union of the political and 
ciated with their clergymen in the: ecclesiastical Interests. 
use of the Selection, with great ad- | I he two last pages (see pp. 18¥ 
rautage. In a great majority of|/—8) of the same article, contain a 
instances it exhibits the most con-|/Pecapitulation, consisting principal- 
nected parts of the several psalms, | ly of extracts from the author, ol 
and offers to the eye the very stan-|the arguments employed by Eng- 
zas upon which the clergyman’s | lish churchmen in defence of the ex- 
own choice from the entire version, || SU8g Union ot their church with 


would be most likely to fall. | 


—— 

The first paper of the review of| 
Jerram’s Conversations (see the Re- 
pertory forJanuary, pp. 185—1838) 
has furnished grounds of exception 
to some individuals whose senti- 
ments in relation to ecclesiastial es- 
tablishments, or the dependence of| 
the church, on the pelitical power, | 





the political power. On the expe- 
diency of ccclesiastical establish: 
‘ments ip general, or even of that 
of England and Ireland in particu- 
lar, we have uttered no opinion, un- 
less it may be inferred from our ex- 
plicit declaration that “ we are far 
trom advocating such alterations in 
the institutions of our country, as 
would place our own church in simi- 
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lar connexions ’ with that of the | pology of our transatlantic breth- 
church of Engtand. 
Our principal object in introdu- ‘their motires, and the wisdom, whici 
cing the extracts on this subject are) dictates their continuance ina Corn 
thus explicitly stated: ‘’Those ex-|/munion, of which some, even of our 
ternal relations and disciplinary ar-; Episcopal brethren in this country, 
ranvements of the system which’ jscraple the propriety. [It was less 
have no place in the Episcopal jour object to pronounce on the con- 
church in this country, we weul’ iclusiveness of the arguments em- 
pass entirely, but that the recapitu-|ployed by them to justify the Estab- 
lation of them, together with the re-|lishment, than to show that they re- 
aie farnished by our author, can-|rard them as sufficient to authorise 
vot fil to furn ish some wi ry intercs- |their continuance in the bosom ot 
iia and useful information, illustra-|that church; and that therefore, 
tive of the constitution and princi-leharity requires us to approve ot 
ples of a church in communion with/the course they pursue, as far as 
our own.” their sincerity, and the uprightness 
A secondary object must be seen! of their motives are concerned. 
to have been, by admitting the 2 Ed 
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FOREIGN SUMMARY. shortly to be formed. The demand 

British -ad Foreign Bible Society. for Bibles is much greater than the 
The abstract of the last report of edition vet published ¢ can meet: 

this society, in the preceding num- 20,000 copies, including Testaments 
ber, was occupied with the survey of, jhave been Secteiusad in the year. 





ren, to vindicate the méegrity of 


auxiliary societies and efforts in seve- 
ral continental countries of Europe. 
We proceed to finish the epitome of 
that part of the report. 


prussia. ~The General Bible 
Society of this kingdom, flourishes, 
under the immediate superinten-, 
dance of the king and the members’ 


oO0' 


of the royal family. Itnumbers 33, 
auxiliaries, independently of Bible 


. . . | 
Associations ; and by their means 


has issued in the past year, 25,300 
Bibles and Testaments, in the Ger- 
man, Polish, Bohemian, Wendish, 
ands Swedish languages, 
PENMARK.—The institution in 
this country likewise enjoys royal 
patronage. The bishops and clergy 
are generally active in forming auxi- 
liaries in every part of the kingdom, 
—there being few places in which 
such do notalready exist, cr promise 


|The zeal of the pious president, the 
ilandgrave Charles, of Hesse, ope- 
jrates powerfully in extending the; in- 
jluence and benefits of the soe iety. 

wepEn.—“ The Swedish Bible 
Society, under the patronage of his 
majesty, and the prudent direction 
of its indefatigable president, baron 
Rosenblad, continues to maintain 
jits Ingh rank among the continen- 


the 4th year, it had printed, in- 
cluding Testaments, 137,800 copies 
of the scriptures, and put in circula- 
tion, 118,140.” 

russta.—The Russian Bible So- 
ciety continues to operate ona truly 
magnificent scale. Many of the 
dignitaries of the church, and state, 
at the head of whom is the indefati- 
gable emperor, Alexander, are still 
perfectly united, and verv zealously 








tal Bible Societies. Atthe close of 





neal 
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active in the work of distributing’ 
the blessed volume throughout the 
empire. One hundred and eighty 
auxiliary socicties have been formed 
during the six years which have 
elapsed since the origin of the work: 
1,244,000 rubles have been collect- 
ed. 371,600 copies of the scriptures 
have been printed, or commenced ; 
and upwards of 220,000 issued for 
circulation. The scriptures are, in 
many villages, generally read, by 
the common classes; and_ soldiers 
and sailors, are of their own ac- 
cord seeking this spiritual food. 
‘* But in addition toall this,” writes 





prince Galitzin, “a still more grati- 
fying prospect of usefulness is now | 
presented to our society. Iu con- 
tormity with the will of the mo- 
narch, the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures is now introduced into 
all our seminaries of instruction.” 
INDIA.—It is most gratifying to 
perceive that the operations tor dis- 
seminating the scriptures, in_ this 
country, begin to be sustained by 
the patronage of many of the na- 
tives. It is now about nine years 
since the formation of the Calcutta 





~-—_—_—_—____ 


Bible Society, which may be con- 
sidered as the parent of all the simi- | 
lar associations in that quarter. ‘The 





report specifies no less than five of 
these. A large part of the funds 
raised by them, is necessarily ab- 


! 


The Madras Bible Association 
had collected sufficieut funds to car- 
ry on the printing of the Telinga 
version, by the Rev. Mr. Pritchett, 
without assistance from the Cal- 
cutta Society. The native ‘Tamul 
Bible Association under the presi- 
dency of the Rev. Mr. Rhenius, 
held its first anniversary on the 26th 
of July, 1818, at which, no tewer 
than eight native converts delivered 
their simple addresses. The Co- 
fumbo Bible Society had exhausted 
all its means in the printing of an 
expensive edition of the scriptures 
in Cingalese,—and had _ received, 
among different contributions from 
abroad, a grant from the American 
Board for Foreign Missions, who 
have several stations in the island. 
The auxiliary at Point de Galla, 
(Ceylon) had remitted during the 
year to this society, 370 rix dollars. 
A supply of Portuguese bibles had 
been shipped from Europe to Cal- 
cutta, * sty and Bombay. 

cuina.—The jealous policy of 
this government continues eflectual- 
ly to bar the introduction and cir- 
culation of the scriptures among 
the vast population of the empire. 
Portions of the inspired volume have, 
however, been disseminated through- 
out the countries in which this lan- 


‘guage is spoken, dependent on the 


British crown. Under the superin- 


sorbed by the work of translation. |/tendance of the Rev. Dr. Morrison, 
—But large issues of the entire)and Mr. Milne the translation of the 
scriptures, and of select portions, entire bible is now completed, and 
have been made from the Calcut-| will soon be put to press. 

ta Society, in different languazes. | amBoyna.— The Rev. Mr. Kane, 
Nearly the entire volume of the} stationed by the government, on this 
Scriptures had been translated by| island, has had the distribution of 
the indefatigable Rev. H. Martyn.|\9,000 copies of the Malay Testa- 
The New Testament was in the|/ment, forwarded by his particular 


press, and nearly completed. The 
committee of this society had di- 
rected a revision, and publication 


request. A large proportion of the 
natives of this, and the adjacent 
islands are nominal christians, con- 





of the whole version of the old. 


verted to the profession of our reli- 
Vol. 1L...Ne. 1X, 
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gion while under their Dutch mas- 
ters. 
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| Hope and the wants of the emi- 
But Mr. Kane states thattgrants to Algoa Bay, had been par- 


among 10,000 mative christians! ticularly attended to by the Society, 


whom he had recently visited, he -In notic 
tions proceeding in this country un- 
der the Society’s patronage, the re- 


did not find more than two com- 
plete copies of the bible, and only 
afew ‘Testaments. 

NEW SOUTH WALE 
ests of the New 


Society are espoused by all the civil, ote be 
ecclesiastical, and military authori- {the Ol rely among the native chris- 
jHans at their setheimeits. 

‘) ° . $ 
This scale we 
mote the formation of a Bible so- 
ciety in Newfoundland; a lerge por- 
\ . 


ties of the colony, as well as by the 


mass of the settlers. 
sinee its formation, has remitted t 


the parent institution in London | 


£450. Most of the colonists are 
supplied with the scriptures, 


Mf the Gospel of St. Lark 
edim England: 500 had already 
been printed, 
the Acts of the Apostles, were near- 
ly ready to be printed. Of these, it 
was the wish of the Missionaries to 
print 10,000 copies ; which number 
‘twas expected would be still insuf- 
ficient. ‘* Multitudes,” say the mis- 
sionaries, ** can now read with ease : 


and their desire to teach others the}! 


word of God, seems to grow with 
their knowledge.” In some of the 
islands where no missionary has re- 
sided, the natives have learned to 
read and write. 


aFRIcA.—The sphere of opera- 
tion of the Sierra Leone Bible So- 
ciety had been considerably enlarg- 
ed by the extension of the settle- 
ments, and the progress of’ instruc- 
tion, in the colony. Considerable 
supplies of the Scriptures have been 
sent out for their distribution, from 
the society at home, 

Contributions, and large orders 
for the sacred volume, had been re- 
ceived from the Bible and schoo! 
commission, at the Cape of Good 


i 


The Gespels, with} 








amertca.—In noticing the epera- 


‘port states, that the Moravian mis- 


s.—The inter-|| #onaries in Labrador continue to 
South VW ales Bible) at seminate the ~ eripture S Urans 


lated by themselves, and printed by 


Steps have been taken to pro- 


‘tion of the inhabitants bemg too 
poor to purchase the Seriptures. 


GF | The Midlane Distriet Bible So- 
SOUTH SEA ISLAND Spe cimens? 


irs tbe | 
Taheitan language had been receiv-|| 


ciety (Upper Canada) had pureba- 
eed bibles and testaments from the 
parent eciety in London, to the a- 
mount ef 67/ 10s. 

| Anew Auxiliary Society in St 
Johns, New-Brunswick, have rc- 
mitted as their earliest offering, the 
sum of 170/; and the Bible Society 
in Prince Edward’s Island, 50/. 

In the West Indies, the commit- 
tee had cbserved many circumstan- 
ices Which aunounce that the word of 
God is obtaining an increased cir- 
culation. 

A satisfactory account of the state 
of the Dutch colony at Paramaribo 
had been obtained through the re- 
port of the United Netherlands Bi- 
ble Society; one feature of which 
is the extreme eagerness of the Jews 
to possess the scriptures. 

From the Bahama Islands, the 
scriptures have been distributed a- 
mong the Spaniards in Cuba, who 
manifest a very anxious desire to ob- 
tain copies of them. 

Under the auspices of the late 
King of Hayti, the scriptures are 
stated to have been introduced into 
all the schools in that part of St. 
‘Domingo belonging to his govern- 





OR cane repr Se 











= } Rel £iour nici 4 i Vibe uM w Ua ilin 
im ; 


s 
ry 
Aas! 


At ~ J wil 


ras resulted in the Lcquisition 


anean. welts \ 


bry pt ! 


ment, which had tor some time been | term io 
rapidly multiplying. ; eae 
The Domestic proceedings of the 
Societv have been such as to mspire 1 
confidence, and encouragement.-—| 1c, the language ofa great part of 
The Merchant Seaman’s auxiliary) Abyssinia. This MS. it is thought 
Bible Society proceeds in its career, will prove highly serviceable, its 
of activity and usefulness. Scot-) the means of enabling the Bible So 
land has upheld the interests of the (ciety to re-introduce an intelligible 
[nstitution with her accustomed en-| Version of the Scriptures, uito that 
ergy and liberality. The Hiberni-/ country. — 
an Bible Society had doubled its;|| Mr. Connor's tour in Syria fur- 
circulation of the Scriptures, and | nishes the subject of a very inter 
formed new auxiliaries. esting detail, and has put the Bible 
The funds have received acces-|[and Missionary Society, at home, in 
sions by several liberal legacies: of||possession of much valuable and 
which. we notice one trom the late||minute information, relative to the 
George Moslyn, Esq. of 1,000/; and state of christianity in that country 
one from the late William Clark,||The profession of christianity in Sy 


of a manuscript cony of the entive 
version of the Scriptures in Amba 


Esy. of 500/., and the reversion of 
10,0001. 3 per cent. stock. | 

The following works have been! 
completed during the last year, 
namely, the Portuguese Bible, 5,000 
copies; the Spanish New Testa! 
ment, 5,000 copies ; two editions of| 
the New ‘Testament in Wrench, cach) 
10,008 copies; besides various edi-| 
tions of the English Scriptures. Of 
the works in preparation, besides 
English Bibles aud Testameuts, the 


. 
“9 


principal are the Malay Bible; a} 


new translation of the whole Bible, 
into moderu Greek, at Constanti-| 
nople ; also a translation of the New 
‘Testament into the Albanian, and 
a transcription of the Turkish Bi- 
ble into Greek characters, at the 
saine place ; the Gaelic Bible, an oc-| 
tave and a duodecimo edition. 
~<a 
FOREIGN SUMMARY. 


The head of Religious Lntelli- 
gence in the Christian Observer for 
January last, is wholly devoted to 
a detaibof the proceedings of Messrs. 
Jowett, and Connor, of the Church 
Missionary Society, in Egypt, Syria, 
and the diflerent perts of the Medi- 








ria, amounts to litte more than th 
discordant attachment of a diversits 
of sects, to their respective forms 
i ’ . . 
and names. ‘The christian popula 
tion of Aleppo, is thus enumerated : 
‘Greek Catholics, 14,000; Mavranit 
|Syriaa Catholics, 5000; Nestovians, 100; Ay 
menian Catholics, 8000; Armenian Schisma 
tics, (as they are called) 2000; Greeks und 
the Patriarch of Aatioch, 500.” 
M: Connor thus coucludes iis 
-—— Prom this sketch of my 





"yy 
» ate 


narratiy 


proceeding 


a> § 





i Syria, you will have seen that the channs 
are now opened for the introduction of tt 
{Scriptures inio these parts, and for then 
jgeneral Circulation. By wcuos of our trien 
jim Jerusalem, Juifa, Acre, Saide, Beivout 


poli, Latichea, Scanderooy 
and Aleppo, they wili be oflered for sale in 
every partot the country. So far well. The 
channels, as [ have said, areopen’ but lam 
afraid we shall be obliged to wait some time 
before the waters beg. to flow. I have pre- 
pared the minds ol very many, for theo pera- 
tions of the Bible Society in these parts; and 


Damascus, 17; 


Ht think I may say with truth, that these 


operations will be hailed with gratitude. In 
the course of the journey, L have scattered « 
great nuinber oi copies of the Arabie exposi- 
tion of the natural system of education. 
These may be ‘eft, at present, to work thei: 
effect on the minds of their readers. A future 
opportunity will, we may hope, be afforded 
for the establishiaent of schools on the sys- 
tem.” 


Mr. Conner haz since returned to Con- 
s'atinople. He pretests strongly against the 
disirtlution of religious tracts ia Syria, as @ 
meastic at present premature, and likely to 
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excite greatjealousies. The Scriptures, with- 
out comment, find a ready circulation.” 


The Baptist denomination in, 
England, whose society for Foreign) 
Missions is well known to have ta- 
ken a leading part in the efforts for 
promoting christianity in the East, 
have formed a Home Missionary 
Society, intended to “ provide for 
the moral and spiritual wants of 
their fellow country-men.” From 
the first annual report of its direc- 
tors, we learn that this institution 
enjoys a liberal patronage, and al- 
ready employs ten missionaries in 
such districts as have hitherto been 
much neglected. 

Mr. Fisk, an American mission- 
ary, writes from Smyrna Nov. 22nd, 
“ During the summer and fall, we 
distrivuted nearly 5,000 tracts, and 
have supphed the principal Greek 
colleves and schools, several monas- 
tevies, aud a large number of priests, 
merchants, and others. We have 
sol) about 20, and given away about 
40 Testaments, several of them to 
christian priests who bad never be- 
fore seen the Scriptures in their own 
tongue. One of these priests was 
so much interested that he read from 
the first of Matthew, to Corinthians 
in course, within two days.” 

We have been gratified in look- 
ing over the correspondence of the 
Baptist Irish Society, to meet with 
facts which show that the prejudices 
and superstitions of the Roman Ca- 
tholics intheir interesting, and much 
neglected field of labour, are gradu- 
ally giving place to the knowledge 
of the divine word and the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. This society 
Jabours, by meavs of itinerant, and 
stationary preachers, the establish- 
ment of schools for Catholic chil 
dren, and the distribution of bibles 


the most ignorant of the Irish popu- 
lation, a knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures. The individuals employed 
in this work appear to be actuated 
by a very commendable spirit of 
zeal and self-denial. Much oppo- 
sition is experienced from the Ro- 
iman Catholic priesthood ; but their 
influence over the minds and con- 
sciences of the people is evidently 
diminishing. Many of the children 
jof Catholics, with which class of in- 
dividuals the most promising la- 
bours of the society are employed, 
have already become imbued with 
such a knowledge of letters and of 
the Scriptures, as will render it di- 
ficult for their Catholic guides ever 
to regain an entire ascendency over 
them. May the blessed work go on, 
and prosper.—One of the instruc- 
ters writes in Nov. 1820, 

“There is a young boy in this neighbour- 
hood, who never read a word, but had heard 
the Irish Testament read by me and others ; 
he has committed a great deal of it to heart, 
so that he can give a proof from scripture 
for what he says concerning the Scriptures. 
He was afew days ago where he met with 
some opposition. The people asked him, 
“hat did he get for changing his religion ? 
He told them, that it was a great deal, for 
that he had a promise of a kingdom, and a 
crown that fadeth not away. They asked 
him, How did he know? He answered, that 
he took God at his word, who Jieih not. They 
asked him, where did God speak to him? 


He told them, that he was talking to him 
every day that he heard his word read.” 


The following account of a jour- 
ney by Mr. Thompson a Baptist 
Missionary, from Deljhi, the ancient 
capital of Hindostan, near the sour- 
ces of the Ganges, to Loodiana, a 
town about 210 miles to the North 
West, has interested us in the peru- 
sal, as affording a view of the man- 
ners, and state of the poor heathen 
in that quarter, and of the nature 


of a Christian Missionary’s labours. 
December 8, 1819. At 2p m. left home, 
with a thousand books and tracts in various 








aud tracts, effectually to impart to 


languages. In half an hour passed out from 
Delhi at the Lahoree-gate, in a N. West di- 
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rection. The country was well stocked with 
fruit; gardens are very numerous and ex- 
tensive. The first piece of water was one of 
no great depth, yet affording a large reser- 
voir of clear and sweet water throughout th: 
year; this spot is made a halting-place. Be- 
vond Badiee there are no more ruins, but one 
extensive plain, with here and there a mound 
of earth, a solitary tree, or an insulated vil- 
Jace. The fields on all sides seem very par- 
tially cultivated. On reaching the village of 
Nerila, I found, that on account of a dis- 
pute between the Nabob ef Lucknow and 
the widow of a Mahratta chief respecting 
the right of possession, avast tract of land 
remains uncultivated. 

Nerina; twenty-four miles from Delhi. 

Nerila is a populous though a straggling 
kind of village: it sends great quantities of 
dried cow dung for fuel, to Delhi. After a lit- 


tle inquiry, I found a few well-disposed Hin-|, 


doos, and among them the pundit of the vil- 
lage - they expressed great pleasure on hear- 
ing me address them respecting the way ot 
salvation. 
with all their souls, and promised themselves 
much pleasure from the perusal of the books 
given them. One Brahmun, who at first 
laughed at every thing serious, and declared 
himself satisfied with this world, afterwards 
made many inquiries. The poor man said, 
that now ft had made him my disciple, he 
would count the days till my return. The; 
pundit, whose house is frequented by Vidy- 
art’hees,* readily took a few tracts for dis- 
tribution; others took some for themselves. 
Soonrput ; forty miles from Deihi. 

Excepting the ruins of two large and 
puckah built inns, there is nothing but ex- 
tensive plaias all the way to Soonput, a large 
village, with the ruins of a fortification ; on 
which account it is still called a city. It 
boasts of great antiquity. Here I had a 
good opportunity of distributing the word of 
God in Persian and Hindee. These parts 
have never been visited with the word of God, 
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The poor men seemed to hear} 





and the people are eager to read it: some 
proposed to me to come and spenda few 
days occasionally with them, thatthey might 
obtain more instruction: others offered to 
become Christians if they were rewarded 
for losing cast; but the generality believed 
that the religion of Jesus would prevail, and 
said it only required to be known. Great 
eagerness was manifested for books, aod 
from mid-day till near midnight, I was va- 
riously employed with the people; but | was 
obliged to send muliitudes away with tracts 
only. A peor drunken Sikli on being re- 
proved, fell at my feet, and touching my 
thighs, promised for ever to renounce liquor 
and intoxicating drugs, and give himself 
wholly tothe reading of the Scriptures, whieh 


* Vidyart’hees,” men who profess to search 
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fer knowledge. 
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hearing me read in his own lapguage, he ask- 
ed for, He was a respectable man and well 
attended , he could read; one of his atten- 
dants said he had squandered thousands of 
rupees since his taking to liquor, Some si- 
pahees were among wy bearers, and were 
particularly desirous of the only two copies 
of the Scripture selections | had: when I 
toid them books would encumber them on 
their march, and tracts were more conveni- 
ent, they repeated, that tracts would be crum- 
pled, but a well-stitched book would be safer 
in their knapsack. A young Mussulman sol- 
dier, who applied for the Scriptures, men- 
tioned the parts he wanted, saying, that since 
his brother had, some years ago, given him 
ap account ef their contents, he bad been de- 
sirous of perusing them. This is pleasing, 
and shows that the Scriptures are talhed of 
among the natives. 

In the evening I heard one of the native 
‘soldiers repeat a stanza in praise ot acertain 
virtue. Icalled the man in, and giving him 
some tracts, recommended the Gospel to him: 
after some Conversation be offered to resiga 
his situation, and attend me for further in- 
struction. I told him, that his gooroo Bu- 
sunt-Misr had taken a New Testament, and 
recommended to him to peruse it attentively. 

Between two and three this afternoon, an 
immense flight of locusts darkened the air 
for a considerable time, and awakened the 
fears of the poor husbandmen, who ran out 
into their fields, and waved their clothes and 
hands to prevent their descent upon their 
fields, weich were but just sown, 

( To be continued.) 
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DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


Abstract of the Report of the House of 
Clerical and Lay Delegates, in General 
Convention, Philadelphia, May, 1820, on 
the state of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. 

(Continued from p 189.) 


North Carolina. —At a peried 
no more remotesthan the fall of 
1816, the Protestant Episcopal 
church in this siate, was nearly at 
the lowest point of depression. 
There were, indeed, some who felt 
a lively interest in her welfare, and 
who wept when they remembered 
Zion. But, like Israel of old, they 
hung their harps upon the willowe 
in almost hopeless anguish. Even 
those few houses of God, which 
had, for some years before, occa- 
sionally, or statedly, resounded with 
his praise, were closed and desert- 
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lina, various cliaritabie and reli- 


nioa, though attached both by edu cious societies have been establis),- 
cation and priaciple to the church! ed by the members of our commu- 
of their fathers, despairing of seeing|nion; that bible classes and Sun- 


her ever again arise from the dust, 
stood ready to abandon her cause, 
and to unite themselves with any 
among whom they could enjoy, in 
any measure, the benefit of divine 
ordinances. But, blessed be the 
name of the Lord, the set time for 
Him to have compassion upon this 
part of Zien had come. 


He view-! 


iday schools are té be found in al- 
‘most every parish; and that the 
‘baptisms reported at the several 
diocesan conventions since the last 
lzeneral convention, are two bun- 
dred and seventy-five; of which, 
Awenty are stated to be the the ca- 
‘ses of adults. 

Since the church was organized 





ed with an eye of relenting mercy,jin this state, ten parishes have, at 


the desolations with which his jus- 
. . * . r a 
tice had visited her sins. The 
prayers of tho faithful were heard 
by the great Head of the church, 
and the decree was sent forth—Let 
Jerusalem be rebuilt. 


In the spring of 1817, was held | 


the first Protestant Episcopal Con- 
vention, ever held in North Caroli- 
na. At which were presentlay de- 
legates from four difierent parishes, 
and three of the clergy, whom Di- 
vine Providence had, for the time 
being, brought to that state. ‘The 
church in this state is blessed at pre- 
sent, with the labours of the Rev. 
John Avery, rector of St. Paul’s 
church, Edentow; the Rev. John 
Phillips, who is settled in ‘Trinity 
church, Tarborough, and performs 


stated services at various places in, 


different times been represented in 
the annual conventions; and at 
least, six more places will organize 
churches as soon as they are visited 
by the missionaries that have lately 
|been appointed for that purpose. 

We are happy in reporting that, 
\|as far as we know and believe, the 
i clergy in this section of the country 
‘strictly observe the canons and 
rubrics of the church. The case of 
‘private baptism forms, it is believed 


lie only exception; and in that ar- 





ticle, even, a reformation has com- 
menced, which, we trust, will ere 
long, become complete aud univer- 
sal, 

By the good providence of our 
God, the church in this state has 
obtained help of the Lord at the 
very time when she seemed most 





its vicinity; the Rev. William Hoop- 
er, Professor in the University of 
Norp: Curolina ; avd the Rev. ‘Tho- 
mas Wright, missionary. 

ft may tend farther to throw, 
ight on the condition and history, 
0: the church in this state, to re- 
wiark, that, a few years ago, the 
aumber of communicants in all our| 
churches, did not exceed fifty ; 
whereas, they amount now to more 
‘han three hundred and fifty ; that! 
besides the protestant Episcopal 
misslonary society of North Caro- 








likely to become extinct. Had this 
|help been delayed buta few years 
longer, death would probably have 
swept away all those episcopal pre- 
dilections which yet exist in every 
section of the country ; and which, 
by the blessing of Heaven, will .be- 
come the seminal principles by 
which the church, like the tabled 
phoenix, shall arise from her ashes. 
Her prospects are every day bright- 
ening more aud more. Her friends 
are every where excited to hope 
and exertion. May their most san- 
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the work! and may this section of 
Zion speedily become the joy o! 
the whole earth. 
(To be eon luded_) 
= 

State of piety in the American Colleges. 

By oficial retnras Yrom the othcers of 
several of the Northern colleges, lately pub 
lished, we are presented @ th a pleasing view 
of the state of piety in vhose Tnstitations. | 
Bowdoin College, in Maine, nambers 101 
students. Of this number, 25 are repated 
pions—-and the large proportion (though we} 
b clieve not an unusual one) of fifteen, receive 
assistance, either trom the College, or trem 
charitable societies. The influence of the 
pious members of the college is epparent, in 
the general order and industry which per- 
vades the Institution. 

The proportion of pious young men in 
Dartmouth College, is still greater. Of 140, 
the whole number, 65 are professors of reli- 
gion, of whom 43 are assisted by charity. 

At our College ’ says the letter from this 
institution, “I am well persuaded the pious 
students give inno small degree, a tone to 
the general deportinent and habits of the 
others: they render the government of the 
college far more easy and pleasant than it 
would otherwise be, and maintain to conside- 
rable extent, a kind of public opinion against 
immorality and inattention to study.” 

In the university of Vermont, of 85 stu 
dents, 10 appear to be pious—one only, ot 
this number, is partly supported by charity. 

Hamilton College has 92 students: 50 are 
reported as pious. Thirty four of these young 
men receive aid from charitable Associations 
* The talents and scholarship of this class of} 
young men are in general highly respectable 
In these respects, they are in no degree in- 


the first talents ion fr! 


cuine hopes soon be realized ! may )!¢ 
the creat head of the church prosper | 


res Domestic yinware 


— 
. 
~ D4 


community, vader 
conviction that «uch us the most sure 
nethed of reheving ther brethren bw crvil- 


|| cing and evancelming the world. aud thata 


i classical institution judicions!y located. and 
jivichly endowed, with a large and mMCcreasimy 
icharitable fund, in co-operation with theolo 
lgica! seaninaries, and education secietios, will 
‘be the most eligible mode of etiecting ot.’ 
‘The appeal made to the public under this, at 
ileast, somewhat vay ue cevelopement of ther 
object, has so far succeeded as to cocourage 
the pi ojeet ws ofthe mstitution to proceed 
‘in the erection of the requisite buildmgs 
The site selected is im Amherst, Mass. We 
sincerely hope that this undertaking will re- 
sultio an increase of the offerings, as well as 
a moaltiplication of the objects, of Christian 
benevolence 

Jacob Sherred, Esq. late of the city of 
New-York, has lefta leyac yot So,000 to the 
| Orphan Asviurin, $2,500 to St. Philip's (Al 
jrican’ Church, in that city, and the residue 
lof his estate, amounting to far the greatest 
proportion, to the kyuscopal Theological Se 
minarv to be established in the diocese o 
New York. The tollowing character ot thus 
rentleman is from the Christian Journal. 

“In the death of this worthy and most re- 
jspectable citizen, society, in common with 
jhis family and friends, have to deplore o 
jmost afflictive loss. In all the relations ot 
life, and in various public stations, the con- 
duct of Mr, Sherred was highly useful and 
exemplary; but it has been eminently cha. 
racterized by acts of benevolence and public 
spirit. The memory of a character so e1 
deared to this community will long be che 
ished and respected. 

— 
Confirmations, Ordinations, &e 

Sunday the Sth of April, the Rt. Rev. Bp 
Griswold, ot the Easteru Diocese, adminisé 
tered confirmation to 34 persons in St. Paul’ 


ferior to the rest of the scholars ; anc theii!{Church, Boston. 


imluence on the habits of the college is salu- 
tary, and by no means inconsiderable.” 





In Princeton College are 116 students, and) 
25 professors of religion. Eleven are assist-! 
ed by charity. 


! 


Geneva, Feb. 28. On Tuesday, the 200. 
inst. St. Luke’s Church, in the town o* 
Rochester, at the falls of the Genessee i 
ver, was consecrated to the worship of Aé 





If the preceding survey may be made the! mighty God, by the Right Rev. Bishop He 
basis of a more general estimate, we may| bart; and the following day in the same 
conclude that neaily one third part of the) Church, the Rey. Francis H. Cuminz, Dex 
young men educating in the northern colle-| con, was admitted by the Bishop to the Ho; 
ges, notunder Unitarian influence, are appa-} Order of Priests. [ Cr. Jour 
rently pious; and that, at least, one fourth} on 
part of all that receive an education in those)! Niogare, Feb 27. On Sunday, 23th ins 
institutions, ave candidates for the Carie\an) the new Church, erected in this village, wa. 
Ininistry. ann | consecrated tothe worship of Almighty God, 

New Institutiox.—The establishment of joy the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, by the 
anew Literary Institution of a charitable na-||name of St. Paul’s Church. It is a neat anc 
ture, and quite novel in some of its features,'' commodious edifice, with a tower and spice 
it we understand its plan, has been announ-|'in the Gothic style. The erection of tuo 
ced in an Eastern journal. § It “proposes to | building during the present period of pecs. 
engage the charity of its founders and pat-| niary depression, retleets much credit on the 
rons In the education of pious young men co! caterprise aad Nberality of these coacerned 
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in it. And it must be a source of pleasure 
to every pious and benevolent mind, to see a 
Christian temple raising its spire on the 
banks of Lake Erie, where a little more than 
twenty years since, only the inhabitants of, 
the wilderness roamed, In this pleasing pros- 
pect, our brethren on the sea-board may see 
the fruit, in some measure, of their pious and 
benevolent exertions in sending us missiona- 
rics ; and we are satisfied that the continu-, 
ance and extension of missionary labours: 
through the destitute settlements of our, 
country, would be followed by results equalls 
gratifying, in the establishment o: ierieai ie 
congregations, and in the erection of chureh- 
es, from which would be dispensed the light, 
and blessings of that holw religion, which 
is not more essential ‘o the spiritual and! 
eternal, than tothe present happiness of man.| 
{ Thid. 
The Right Rev. Bishop Hobart afrived in} 
this city on Wednesday, the 14th March, from) 
an official visit to Niagara, aud preached in 
St. Peter's church last evening. We are 
happy to learn, that active preparations are| 
making for the establishment of the literary! 
and theological institution at Geneva, men-| 
tioned in a former number of this paper | 
Six thousand dollars have already been sub-| 
scribed by the citizens. towards defraying| 
the exnense of erecting a building, whic! w mn! 
be commenced early in the ensuing season 
Albany Statesman. 
In St. Michael's church, in Bristol, Rhode- 
Island, on Sunday, 4th of March, the Rev. 
Stephen H. Tyng, of Boston, and the Rev. 
Silas Blaisdell, of New-Hampshire, were ad- 
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A Missionary Family, consisting of 41 per- 

sons, including three clergymen, early in the 
last month, took its departnre fromthe city 
of New-York, destined for the Nation of the 
Great Osage Indians, on the Missouri. This 
mission, like that to the Little Osaves of the 
Arkansas, has been founded by the Uniten 
AND Foreian Missionary Society, support- 
ed by the combined resources of the Dutch, 
Associate Reformed,and Presbyterian chutch- 
es. The route pursued by this devoted band 
to the place of their destination, is from Phi- 
ladelphia over-land to Pittsburg, and thence 
by water down the Ohio, and up the Missou- 
ri River 160 miles ; where, entering the Osage 
river, they will reach their station by a diff! 

cult navigation of 350 miles. 

The New-York [Presbyterian] Missionary 
Society, the oldest in the United States, have, 
for many years, directed a large share of 
their attention to the religious instruction 
and civilwatior «f the Tuscarora, and Sene- 
ca tribes of Indians. These people are a 
remnant of the once powerful Six Nations. 
The Society has long been in possession of a 
glebe near the residence of each of the Tribes, 
and have been able to maintain for a course 
ot years, one or two religious instructors and 
several schoo! masters. A transter of the So- 
ciety’s property,anda relinquishment of its 
eontroul over this useful Mission, into the 


hands of the United and Foreign Missionary 


Society, was eflected, and we trust, with great 
advantage tothe cause, in Nov. last. 

The Treasurer of the society for Theologi- 
cal Education, in the Diocess of Virginia and 





mitted, by the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, to 
the holy order of deacons. Attending cler- 
gy, the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, of Boston; Rev. Mr. 
Searle, uf New-Hampsbire ; and Rev. Pro- 
fessor Adams, of Providence. The sermon 
was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Jarvis. 

Ch. Jour. 


Maryland, acknowledges the receipt of the 
following contributions : 

From the Norfolk Auxiliary Society, by 
Bishop Moore,e+++++ee+-e+eeeee+ + S180 -- 
Mrs. Eleanor Thornton, hanhawa, 
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On the 24th of August last, a new and. 
commodious church at Ripton, Huntingdon, 
Connecticut, was consecrated by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Brownell, by the name of St. 
John's Church, 

The Bishop also consecrated St. John’s 
Church, at Washing'on, on the 14th of Octo- 
ber last. [Tbid. 

On Tuesday, the twentieth of March, 
the new Episcopal Church in Augusta, 
Georgia, was consecrated, by the name of 
St. Paul’s Church, to the wership of Almigh- 
ty God, by the Right Rev. Nathaniel Bowen, 
DP. D. Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the diocese of South Carolina ; 
the Rev. Henry Anthon, minister of St. Bar- 
thoiomew’s parish, South Carolina, and the 
Rev. Llugh Smith, pastor of the new church, 


Mrs. Eliza Custis, Bakimore, (life 
subscription) erceeeeeeeeeseeneset 50 ee 
Miss Margaret Dashiell, Washington, 5 -- 
wis — 

To CorresPonDENTs.—Homo’s letter is 
received ; but neither of the two communica- 
tions mentioned, has yet come to hand. It 
would afford us pleasure to promote the in- 
stitution to which they refer, bv the insertion 
of any article suitable to the limits and de- 
sign of our work.—A Layman bas our thanks 
for bis abstract. But the indefiniteness of 
its scope, we apprehend is such as to admit 
of the misapplication of the remarks, to the 
confirmation of those in their error who 
ought to change their religion.—A PRoFEssoB 
or Curistianity will be admitted into our 
next, in order to submit his scruples and in- 
quiries to the solution of some able corres- 
pondent. 








being present and assisting. {Ihad. 

















